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Regular chapter meetings are 
held on the third Thursday of 
the month (except in June, 
July, and August which have 
other events). Meetings start 
at 7 pm with a social half-hour 
preceding the main meeting. 
We clean up and exit by 9:30 
pm.  
    Location:  All Saints 
Episcopal Church - At the 
corner of SE 40th and 
Woodstock, Portland, Oregon 
�
Please feel free to join us at the 
Woodstock Wine & Deli (across 
the street) for dinner or beverage 
before the meeting – several 
members routinely meet there.  
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Come join us as we explore the 
eastern azaleas in the Great Smokey 
Mountains in North Carolina and 
Tennessee with Mike and Maria 
Stewart. They recently made a 10-day 
trip along with Don Hyatt, who is 
considered to be one of the leading 
experts in the U.S. for eastern azaleas, 
along with Jim Brant  and George 
McLellan who have been instrumen-
tal in protecting these rhododendrons 
from the invasive plants. These three 
dedicated researchers go back in and 
study the plants and record changes to 
them and the area every year.   
   The goal of the trip, Mike said, 
“was to learn as much as they could” 
about these plants, particularly since 
they are currently growing almost all 
of them at the Dover Nursery. He 
indicated that they have never seen 
these plants in the wild and it was an 
educational to see how and where 
they grow. During their backwood 
hikes, they also managed to find 
some nice forms never recorded 
before.    
    According to Donald Hyatt (see 
his online article “East Coast Native 
Azaleas Tips on Identification”) there 
are 15 native eastern azalea species in 
the United States, and just one west 
coast native R. occidentale. Eastern 
native azaleas are classified by color 
into three general groups: White, 
Pink, and Orange.   
   Examples of the predominantly 
white group (which are primarily 
white with occasional pale pink or 
pink tinged flowers) include: R. 
alabamense, R. arborescens, R. 
atlanticum, R. viscosum, and a newly 
discovered species from South 
Carolina, R. eastmanii.  
 
 

 
   Examples of the predominantly 
pink group (which ranges from pale 
pink, to deep rose, to almost cherry 
red) include: R. canadense, R. 
canescens, R. periclyminoides, R. 
prinophyllum, and R. vaseyi. 
   Finally examples of the orange 
group (which ranges from yellow, 
through gold, to deep orange or 
scarlet) include: R. austrinum, R. 
calendulaceum, R. cumberlandense, 
R. flammeum, and R. prunifolium.�
   This should be a very interesting 
program that might spur you on to 
planning your next vacation on the 
east coast – perhaps take in these 
great plants and the May 2010 ARS 
Annual Convention in Long Island, 
New York! 
  
�
DDeecceemmbbeerr   iinn  RReevviieeww�
�
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WWooww  ddiidd  wwee  hhaavvee  ffuunn!!   TThheerree  wwaass  
ggrreeaatt  ffoooodd,,  ffaabbuulloouuss  ccoommppaannyy,,  ggrreeaatt  
ppiiccttuurreess,,  aanndd  ggii ff ttss  ffoorr  eevveerryyoonnee!!  TThhee  
ddeeccoorraatteedd  ttaabblleess  ggll ii tttteerreedd  wwii tthh  ff lloorraall   
aarrrraannggeemmeennttss  ff ii tt  ffoorr  kkiinnggss,,  wwii tthh  rroooomm  
ffoorr  eevveerryyoonnee  ttoo  eennjjooyy  vviissii ttiinngg  aanndd  
cchhoowwiinngg  ddoowwnn!!  EEvveerryyoonnee  bbrroouugghhtt  
hhoommee  aa  ggii ff tt  ((wwhhoo  wwaanntteedd  oonnee)),,  aanndd  
tthheerree  wweerree  aa  ffeeww  lleeff ttoovveerrss  ttoo  aadddd  ttoo  
tthhee  ddoooorr  pprriizzee  ccaacchhee  ffoorr  JJaannuuaarryy..�
        IItt  wwaass  hhaarrdd  ttoo  bbrriinngg  tthhee  ffeessttiivvii ttiieess  
ttoo  aann  eenndd..  EEvveerryyoonnee  mmaannaaggeedd  ttoo  
ll iinnggeerr,,  eexxcchhaannggiinngg  hhooll iiddaayy  ggrreeeettiinnggss  
aanndd  eennjjooyyiinngg  ttaallkkiinngg  wwii tthh  ffrriieennddss......tthhee  
ssiiggnn  ooff   aa  ggoooodd  ccoommppaannyy,,  ggrreeaatt  ffuunn,,  
aanndd  aa  ffaabbuulloouuss  ppaarrttyy!!

FALL CALENDAR 

January 

21 – Chapter meeting 
26 – Board meeting 
TBA – proposed Classification 
meeting 

February 

TBA – Classification meeting 
18- Chapter meeting 
23 – Board meeting 
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The patter of The patter of The patter of The patter of rainrainrainrain    
ThThThThat stretch of fence with at stretch of fence with at stretch of fence with at stretch of fence with 
it vineit vineit vineit vine    
almost gonealmost gonealmost gonealmost gone    
    
Acorns underfootAcorns underfootAcorns underfootAcorns underfoot    
The mountain in cloud; a The mountain in cloud; a The mountain in cloud; a The mountain in cloud; a 
swirlswirlswirlswirl    
of leaves in the windof leaves in the windof leaves in the windof leaves in the wind    
has erased the sunhas erased the sunhas erased the sunhas erased the sun    
    
December cold snapDecember cold snapDecember cold snapDecember cold snap    
The sun struck The sun struck The sun struck The sun struck 
rhododendronrhododendronrhododendronrhododendron    
--------its leaves tell the taleits leaves tell the taleits leaves tell the taleits leaves tell the tale    
    
From the eastFrom the eastFrom the eastFrom the east----chill gustschill gustschill gustschill gusts    
The wind chimesThe wind chimesThe wind chimesThe wind chimes----thethethethe    only only only only 
soundsoundsoundsound    
All the birdsAll the birdsAll the birdsAll the birds———— long gonelong gonelong gonelong gone    
    
Those gales from the eastThose gales from the eastThose gales from the eastThose gales from the east    
freezing the last cast off freezing the last cast off freezing the last cast off freezing the last cast off 
leafleafleafleaf    
and the sun itselfand the sun itselfand the sun itselfand the sun itself    
�
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Happy New Year 
 
Kath Collier 
 
Happy New Year... What kind of 
New Year’s resolutions did you 
make? There are so many possible 
resolutions that one can make, which 
may not necessarily match the ones 
that people keep. There was a talk 
show host the other day that sug-
gested folks create resolutions that 
were, let’s say a real stretch. That 
way when next year rolls around, 
they could say that they at least made 
progress. And that people usually 
made some kind of progress.  
   Did one of your resolutions include  
something for the Portland Chapter, 
our gardens, or the American Rhodo-
dendron Society? It is not too late to 
add another resolution to your list. A 
few suggestions might include 
volunteering to help out at one of the 
gardens for two days. This might 
include helping out at one of the 
special work days or perhaps at an 
event. Another great idea would be to 
invite two friends or neighbors to one 
of our meetings and bringing them 
back for a second. 
   Consider resolving to treat yourself. 
Set aside a day or two to come and 
visit the gardens and let the beauty 
that results from the hard work of 
many of your friends soak in and 
soothe your soul. We are pretty lucky 
to have such fabulous gardens close 
enough to visit at nearly any time. It 
is way too easy to be overcome by 
events and not take a little time for 
yourself and enjoy something really 
special.  
   Finally, resolve to have a safe and 
happy holiday season. I understand a 
couple of our members were caught 
in the late December snow storm and 
some were involved with fender 
benders on the road. Let’s keep our 
fingers crossed that the rain will hold 
the snow and ice off this year. Happy 
Happy.  Kath *<#:-)   
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Herb Spady 
 
There was not much activity at the 
garden during the very cold weather, 
but a few things are happening. Fol-
lowing planting all the new plants, we 
are working toward a new guide for 
the Spring visitations. A new guide is 
necessary. In addition to the new 
plants many of the old plants have 
died or been removed for other 
reasons. Bed 10 which contained 
more plants than any other bed has 
been split. The lower section will be 
given a new number. 
   Keep in mind that we will have a 
Spring work party in late February or 
early March. 
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EEaacchh  DDeecceemmbbeerr,,  CCllaacckkaammaass  
CCoommmmuunnii ttyy  CCooll lleeggee  hhoossttss  aa  oonnee--ddaayy  
RRhhooddooddeennddrroonn  GGrroowweerrss  WWoorrkksshhoopp..  
TThhiiss  wwoorrkksshhoopp  iiss  ooppeenn  ttoo  ggrroowweerrss  aanndd  
ootthheerrss  iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  rrhhooddooddeennddrroonnss..  
TThhee  mmooddeesstt  ccoouurrssee  ffeeee  ccoovveerrss  tthhee  ccoosstt  
ooff   tthhee  ssppeeaakkeerrss,,  lluunncchh  aanndd  ssnnaacckkss  
((aabboouutt  $$2255..0000))..        
      TThhiiss  yyeeaarr  RRoobbiinn  RRoosseettttaa,,  OOrreeggoonn  
SSttaattee  UUnniivveerrssii ttyy  EExxtteennssiioonn  EEnnttoommoolloo--
ggiisstt  pprroovviiddeedd  aa  ‘‘ llooww  ddoowwnn’’   oonn  tthhee  
aazzaalleeaa  llaaccee  bbuugg  ((ffoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  
oonn  tthhee  bbuugg  sseeee  llaasstt  mmoonntthh’’ ss  SSmmii tthh  
GGaarrddeenn  aarrttiiccllee))..  MMiicchhaaeell   MMccMMaahhaann,,  
ff rroomm  FFiisshheerr  FFaarrmmss  ttaallkkeedd  aabboouutt  tthheeii rr  
eexxppeerriieenncceess  wwii tthh  tthhee  GGrroowweerr  AAssssiisstteedd  
IInnssppeeccttiioonn  PPrrooggrraamm  aanndd  tthhee  ttrraaiinniinngg  
tthheeyy  oobbttaaiinneedd  ttoo  ppaarrttiicciippaattee  iinn  tthhee  
pprrooggrraamm..    
      OOnnee  ttooppiicc  tthhaatt  iiss  ooff   ggrreeaatt  iinntteerreesstt  ttoo  
mmaannyy  ggaarrddeenneerrss  iiss  hhooww  ttoo  ccrreeaattee  
ppllaannttss  aanndd  mmaannaaggee  yyoouurr  ssooii llss  ttoo  aavvooiidd  
PPhhyyttoopphhtthhoorraa  rroooott  rroott..  JJeennnnii ffeerr  PPaarrkkee,,  
OOrreeggoonn  SSttaattee  UUnniivveerrssii ttyy,,  DDeepptt..  ooff   
CCrroopp  aanndd  SSooii ll   SScciieennccee  pprroovviiddeedd  aa  
vveerryy  iinntteerreessttiinngg  pprrooggrraamm  aanndd  
aannsswweerreedd  qquueessttiioonnss  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  
lluunncchh  bbrreeaakk..  TThheerree  iiss  aa  ffrreeee  oonnll iinnee  
ccoouurrssee  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  OOrreeggoonn  SSttaattee  
EExxtteennssiioonn  SSeerrvviiccee  ffoorr  PPhhyyttoopphhtthhoorraa    

((CCoonnttiinnuueedd  oonn  ppaaggee  55))  
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Do you dream of being 
a writer? We’ve got just 
the job for you! Time is 
running out and we need 
a replacement!   
   Qualifications: 
Depending on your skill 
level, the process may take 
as little as 8-10 hours per 
month. Average computer 
and word processing skills 
will make the job easy and 
interesting. You will need 
access to a computer and 
printer; some writing and 
photography possible.   
   If you are interested, 
please contact Kathy Van 
Veen, 503-777-1734 
(vanveennursery@ 
hotmail.com) or Kath 
Collier , 503-663-7917 
(talk2write2@wildblue.net) 
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Rhododendrons in 

Australia 
 

Golden Jubilee Conference 
October 17-20, 2010 

 
in the Dandenong Ranges  

one of Victoria’s top  
tourist attractions 

 
To learn more about the world 
class national rhododendron 
garden (featuring a 15,000 
plant collection), the inter-
national and local speakers, 
and other attractions see 
www.vicrhodo.org.au 
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��� � his is the eleventh article related to 
building an updated master plan for the 
Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden 
(CSRG). This article summarizes and 
discusses a second letter that provided 
feedback on the definition of a ‘world 
class’ garden, particularly in light of 
maintenance issues.  
   The letter suggested raising the gar-
den admission fees. The idea of raising 
the admission fee has been discussed 
by several folks over the last several 
years. There are folks who don’t think 
we should charge admission;  those 
who think we should retain the current 
fees, those that want to raise the fees, 
and others who think we need to 
reconsider how and when we charge, as 
well as, how much we charge.  
   We currently charge $3. As a 
comparison I researched what other 
gardens charged. Almost all of these 
sites had discounts for seniors and 
children. The Missouri Botanical 
Garden, the oldest botanical garden in 
the U.S., charges $13. Several other 
large gardens back East charged $18. 
More locally, the world class Japanese 
Garden charges $8 (with one free day 
each year); our world class Suzhou-
style Chinese Garden charges $8.50 
(see the article on page 4 however for 
information on free admission); Berry 
Botanic Garden charges $5 (admission 
by reservation only); and the Oregon 
Garden charges $5-8 depending on the 
time of year.   
    In the past the Long-range planning 
committee helped develop the original 
garden fee schedule and helped with 
other projects such as the Master Plan, 
maintenance and project development, 
etc.  
   The letter also suggested different 
ways to use the money. Some ideas 
were maintenance-related such as 
improving the pathways (leveling 
walkways and removing puddles), 

installing a people-counter so we know 
how many people visit the garden and 
can evaluate the impact on the 
resources (such as the restrooms), and 
improving the back access road. They 
also suggested that we could expand 
the interpretative signage by adding 
kiosks with educational information 
and create a docent program to help 
steward visitors in the garden. They 
also suggested adding places where 
people could gather such as a tea room/ 
café/gift shop, creating little bowers 
that are not only great for photos, but 
can provide a little extra private space.  
   The letter also mentions the water 
fowl (maybe we need to restate it as 
water foul) issues. It wasn’t too many 
years ago that the waterfowl were seen 
in a very positive light. Now, with over 
population, soil compaction problems 
caused by the birds, and other issues, 
we might need to rethink feeding. 
Things are always changing and de-
manding that we rethink how we do 
business.  
   Take the new threats from invasive 
plants such as Iris pseudacorus that is 
literally choking the way water flows 
through the garden and, for that matter, 
the golf course. Resolving this problem 
will be a challenge and require new 
techniques and technologies due to the 
tenacity of the plant (it has earned its 
claim to being an invasive!).  
   All of these are great ideas and could 
improve the garden. All of these great 
ideas cost money, along with other 
major projects such as replacing the 
exhibit hall with a building that might 
be used year around...a dream that was 
identified in the original 1992 Master 
Plan and still continues as just a dream 
today.  
    The comment letter suggested a 
variety of ideas regarding admission 
and improvements that are needed in 
the garden to ensure that it presents a 
well maintained and cared for persona. 
In the next issue, we will explore more 
maintenance issues, roles and respon-
sibilities as they relate to maintenance, 
and the further development of the 
master plan. 

   *<#;-)    Kath 
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The Portland Classical 
Chinese Garden will be 
celebrating the tenth 
anniversary of its opening 
throughout the coming 
year.  NW Natural will 
sponsor the Anniversary 
Year, and they will kick 
things off by hosting the 
general community to free 
admission into the Garden 
for ten days, January 2 - 
11.   
   Come and enjoy the 
Garden and the various 
cultural programs.  The 
Garden and its enchanting 
Teahouse will be open 
daily, as usual, from 10 am 
to 5 pm.  An engaging line-
up of events and exhibits 
are scheduled throughout 
the year.  Please look for 
updated information at: 
www.portlandchinese 
garden.org  
    The Garden has always 
greeted visitors with the 
three Chinese characters 
“Lan Su Yuan” inscribed 
above the entry plaza 
doorway.  Lan Su can 
mean “Portland-Suzhou” 
alluding to the sister city 
relationship which created 
the Garden.  The final 
word, “Yuan” means 
garden.  The garden has  
decided to more fully 
embrace their Chinese 
heritage and call itself  by 
its Chinese name, Lan Su 
Chinese Garden.  
��
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II  ll iikkee  ii rriiss..  WWee  hhaavvee  mmoorree  ii rriiss  vvaarriieettiieess  
iinn  oouurr  ggaarrddeenn  tthhaann  rrhhooddooss  aanndd  aazzaalleeaass  
ccoommbbiinneedd..  LLiikkee  tthhee  rrhhooddooddeennddrroonn  
ggeennuuss,,  ii rriisseess  aallssoo  hhaavvee  tthheeii rr  oowwnn  
nnooxxiioouuss  wweeeedd,,  II rr iiss  ppsseeuuddaaccoorruuss..    
YYoouu  mmiigghhtt  hhaavvee  sseeeenn  tthhee  ‘‘ yyeell llooww  
ff llaagg’’   ii rriiss  bblloooommiinngg  iinn  wweett,,  bbooggggyy  
aarreeaass,,  oorr  aalloonngg  ssttrreeaamm  bbeeddss  oorr  ppoonnddss..  
YYoouu  mmaayy  hhaavvee  sseeeenn  ii tt  ffoorr  ssaallee  oorr  aatt  
tthhee  CCrryyssttaall   SSpprriinnggss  RRhhooddooddeennddrroonn  
GGaarrddeenn  wwhheerree  ii tt  hhaass  bbeeccoommee  aa  mmaajjoorr  
nnuuiissaannccee..      
      BBuutt  II ..  ppsseeuuddaaccoorruuss  wwaassnn’’ tt  aallwwaayyss  aa  
bbaadd  gguuyy..  Back near the end of the 
fifth century, the Franks lived along 
the lower part of the Rhine and were 
at war with the Goths. During a battle 
King Clovis of the Franks became 
hemmed in and was, as the story 
goes, shown by the iris where to 
safely cross the Rhine. Afterwards 
King Clove took the iris as a mascot. 
In the 12th century, the iris was 
incorporated into the royal coat of 
arms by the French King Louis VII 
and renamed the ‘Fleur-de-Louis’. 
During the 14th century, the English 
King Edward III also added the iris to 
his royal coat of arms during the 
battles to gain the throne from the 
French king Phillip VI. The iris 
remained as part of the British coat of 
arms until 1801.  
   As you might have guessed, this iris 
grows so thick that one could cross 
over portions of the Crystal Springs 
Lake area. It grows so thick that it 
will impede water flow and cause 
drainage problems. II ..  ppsseeuuddaaccoorruuss 
appears to have been the primary 
culprits in the death of several of the 
large R. ‘Cynthia’ plants near the 
meadow and has hampered water 
circulation in several areas of the 
garden and on the golf course. 
   The plant grows very fast and 
reaches a height of four feet’ or more. 
It will grow just about anywhere, 
soggy or not, and in the process 
suffocates surrounding natural wild 
plants. In addition to mechanical 
removal, there is a chemical that can 
be used on the plant in the fall. It 
spreads by seed (which can float 

down water ways) and portions of the 
root.   
   It is not totally bad. There are 
varieties of I. ppsseeuuddaaccoorruuss  tthhaatt  aarree  
sstteerrii llee  aanndd  nnoonn--eevvaassiivvee..  TThheerree  aarree  
ddii ff ffeerreenntt  ccoolloorr//ssttrruuccttuurree  ffoorrmmss::    
wwhhii ttee,,  aa  bbrriigghhtteerr  yyeell llooww,,  aanndd  aa  hhoossee--
iinn--hhoossee  ttyyppee,,  aa  vvaarriieeggaatteedd  lleeaaff..  AAnndd  iiss  
oonnee  ppaarreenntt  ooff   tthhee  nneeww  ‘‘ EEyyee  LLaasshh’’   
ii rriisseess  ffrroomm  JJaappaann..  
    SSeevveerraall   ffoollkkss  ff rroomm  CCSSRRGG  wwii ll ll   bbee  
mmeeeettiinngg  wwii tthh  ssppeecciiaall iissttss  ffrroomm  tthhee  
PPoorrttllaanndd  PPaarrkkss  aanndd  RReeccrreeaattiioonn  ssttaaff ff   
tthhiiss  mmoonntthh  ttoo  ttaallkk  aabboouutt  hhooww  ttoo  
ccoonnttrrooll   tthhee  ii rriiss  aanndd  hhooppeeffuull llyy  ddeevveelloopp  
ssoommee  nneexxtt  sstteeppss  ttoo  hheellpp  uuss  ggeett  bbaacckk  
ccoonnttrrooll ..    
      RReeffeerreennccee::    II rr iisseess,,  AA  GGaarrddeenneerr ’’ ss  
EEnnccyyccllooppeeddiiaa,,  bbyy  CCllaaii rree  AAuussttiinn  
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((CCoonnttiinnuueedd))  
  
aatt  eeccaammppuuss..oorreeggoonnssttaattee..eedduu//  
pphhyyttoopphhtthhoorraa  ((tthheerree  iiss  aa  cchhaarrggee  ffoorr  
cceerrttii ff iiccaattiioonn  bbuutt  tthhiiss  aallssoo  pprroovviiddeess  
ssoommee  aaddddii ttiioonnaall   sseerrvviicceess  aanndd  pprroodduuccttss))..  
      AAfftteerr  lluunncchh,,  DDeennnniiss  BBootttteemmii ll lleerr,,  
NNuurrsseerryy  MMaannaaggeerr//  PPllaanntt  PPrrooppaaggaattoorr  ffoorr  
tthhee  RRhhooddooddeennddrroonn  SSppeecciieess  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  
pprroovviiddeedd  aa  ttaallkk  oonn  vvaarriiaabblleess  iinn  rrhhooddoo--
ddeennddrroonn  pprrooppaaggaattiioonn..  II tt  iiss  aallwwaayyss  
iinntteerreessttiinngg  ttoo  ff iinndd  oouutt  hhooww  ootthheerr  ppeeooppllee  
ddoo  tthhiinnggss......aanndd  hhooww  ssuucccceessssffuull   tthheeyy  aarree  
aatt  ii tt!!   
      MMaatt  GGoolldd,,  ffrroomm  MMiiddaass  NNuurrsseerryy  
SSoolluuttiioonnss,,  ggaavvee  aa  pprreesseennttaattiioonn  oonn  
ooppppoorrttuunnii ttiieess  ffoorr  aauuttoommaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  
nnuurrsseerryy  wwhhiicchh  rreeaall llyy  ppeerrkkeedd  uupp  aa  lloott  ooff  
oovveerrwwoorrkkeedd  ffoollkkss  iinn  tthhee  aauuddiieennccee..  II   
rreeaall llyy  ll iikkeedd  tthhee  ppoottttiinngg  mmaacchhiinnee!!   TThhee  
llaasstt  pprreesseennttaattiioonn  wwaass  HHaarr oolldd  GGrr eeeerr ,,  
GGrreeeerr  GGaarrddeennss,,  wwhhoo  pprreesseenntteedd  aa  
pprrooggrraamm  ccaall lleedd  ““ NNeeww  aanndd  EExxccii ttiinngg  
RRhhooddooddeennddrroonnss..””     NNoott  aall ll   ooff  tthhee  ppllaannttss  
wweerree  ‘‘ nneeww’’   bbuutt  tthheeyy  wweerree  wwoorrtthhyy  ooff  
mmeennttiioonn;;  ootthheerrss  wweerree  vveerryy  nneeww  aanndd  ooff  
iinntteerreesstt..    HHaarroolldd  ddooeess  ssuucchh  aa  ggoooodd  jjoobb  
aatt  hhiiss  pprreesseennttaattiioonnss  ––  ggrreeaatt  pphhoottooss,,  
ggrreeaatt  ssttoorriieess,,  aanndd  ggrreeaatt  ppllaannttss..    
      II ff   yyoouu  aarree  iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  ff iinnddiinngg  oouutt  
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aabboouutt  tthhee  22001100  wwoorrkksshhoopp  
((wwhhiicchh  sshhoouulldd  ooccccuurr  iinn  DDeecceemmbbeerr))    
ccoonnttaacctt  BBrr uuccee  NNeellssoonn  aatt  CCCCCC..    
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There are a few months 
left!  If you would like to 
be a chapter meeting host, 
please contact Barb 
MacArthur at 360-256-
2522.��
��
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IInn  DDeecceemmbbeerr,,  wwee  ttrriieedd  
ssoommeetthhiinngg  nneeww  iinn  oouurr  
CChhaapptteerr  mmeeeettiinngg..  MMeemmbbeerrss  
wweerree  iinnvvii tteedd  ttoo  ppaarrttiicciippaattee  
iinn  aa  bbooookk  eexxcchhaannggee..  MMeemm--
bbeerrss  bbrroouugghhtt  eexxcceessss  bbooookkss,,  
ppiicckkeedd  uupp  aa  ffeeww,,  aanndd  
ccoonnttrriibbuutteedd  aa  ffeeww  bbuucckkss  ttoo  
tthhee  ssppeeaakkeerr  ffuunndd..  TThhee  ttaabbllee  
wwii ll ll   bbee  sseett  uupp  aaggaaiinn  iinn  
JJaannuuaarryy..  BBee  ssuurree  ttoo  ppiicckk  uupp  
aa  ccoouuppllee  aanndd  ccoonnssiiddeerr  
ddoonnaattiinngg  ssoommee  tthhaatt  yyoouu  aarree  
nnoo  lloonnggeerr  iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  
kkeeeeppiinngg..  
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Ron Knight 
 

The 100 available spaces are 
going quickly! 

 
The April 9-11 conference will be held at 
the University of British Columbia 
Botanical Garden and Centre for Plant 
Research in Vancouver (see www. 
ubcbotanicalgarden.org). The UBC is 
Canada’s premier rhododendron garden 
and it’s the perfect environment to learn 
about rhododendrons. The Ultimate 
Rhododendron Conference is the first in 
North America to be designed on a 
double-track classroom learning model.   
It features classroom and field experi-
ences at two learning levels, tours of 
three world-class gardens, rhodie sales, 
on-campus suite accommodation, and 
free time in evenings to visit beautiful 
Vancouver, site of the 2010 Olympics.  
   Veteran rhododendron collectors will 
enjoy Douglas Justice’s advanced 
(Level 2) classes with their emphasis on 
species, and Ron Knight’s novice (Level 
1) classes will be a great place for newer 
club members to learn all the basics of 
rhododendron gardening. In fact, you 
could use this conference as a way to 
introduce gardening friends, who are not 
yet members of your chapter, to the 
wonderful world of rhododendrons. 
   The registration fee of $155 is all-
inclusive for activities at UBC Botanical 
Gardens: 
 - Six 90-minute learning sessions 
taught by professional teachers in high-
tech classrooms 
 - A folder of notes 
 - Saturday and Sunday lunches and 
coffee breaks 
 -  Free admission to the Asian and 
Alpine Gardens 
 - Complimentary parking 
 
Registration is limited to 100 rhodophiles 
and over 50 percent of available spaces 
are now taken.  Level 2 classes are filling 
up especially quickly.  Please register 
now to ensure that you get the learning 
level you want.   

   If you need hotel accommodation, 
make your reservation soon because the 
conference committee has not pre-
booked any blocks of rooms in the three 
recommended hotels.  
   Conference details and a printable 
registration form may be obtained from 
the ARS District 1 website:  
www.rhodos.ca (click on “registration 
form” and “information” halfway down 
the page, under April 9 – 11).     If you 
have questions, please contact Ron 
Knight  at:  rcknight@telus.net.  
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The Board took a break in December, as 
the meeting would have been held just 
days before Christmas. We will have 
many things to look at in January 
including grants that we might want to 
apply for, website progress, policy of the 
board updates, and much more. Stay 
tuned!   
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If you are changing your physical or 
electronic mail address, be sure to let 
Ray Girton, Membership Chair, know 
so that we can continue to get the 
newsletter to you!  

! �



Post Master:  Time sensitive mail; please deliver before January 21, 2010 

 
Portland Chapter 
American Rhododendron Society 
PO Box 86424 
Portland OR  97286-0424 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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