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Regular chapter meetings are 
held on the third Thursday of 
the month (except in June, 
July, and August which have 
other events). Meetings start 
at 7 pm with a social half-hour 
preceding the main meeting. 
We clean up and exit no later 
than 9:30 pm.  
    Location:  All Saints 
Episcopal Church - At the 
corner of SE 40th and 
Woodstock, Portland, Oregon 
�
Please feel free to join us at the 
Woodstock Wine & Deli (across 
the street) for dinner or beverage 
before the meeting – several 
members routinely meet there.  
�
NOTE:   An expanded color 
version of the newsletter typically 
containing more photos (at the 
end) is posted on the chapter’s 
website: www.rhodies.org. 
�
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��� ���� � oo  ggeett  iinn  tthhee  ssppii rrii tt  ooff   tthhee  mmoonntthh  wwee  aarree  
ggooiinngg  ttoo  hhaavvee  aa  TTrriicckk  oorr  TTrreeaatt  ppaarrttyy..    AAll ll   
mmeemmbbeerrss  aarree  aasskkeedd  ttoo  bbrriinngg  tthheeii rr  ffaavvoorrii ttee  
ssnnaacckkss,,  eeii tthheerr  bboouugghhtt  oorr  hhoommeemmaaddee,,  ttoo  
tthhee  mmeeeettiinngg..    TThheerree  wwii ll ll   bbee  aa  ccoossttuummee  
ccoonntteesstt,,  ffoorr  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  wwaanntt  ttoo  ddrreessss  uupp,,  
wwii tthh  pprriizzeess..  AAllssoo,,  rruummoorr  hhaass  ii tt  tthhaatt  
KK aatthhyy  VVaann  VVeeeenn  iiss  ggooiinngg  ttoo  sshhooww  uupp  iinn  
aa  ddrreessss..  NNooww  ii ff   tthhaatt  iiss  nnoott  wwoorrtthh  tthhee  pprriiccee  
ooff   aaddmmiissssiioonn  II  ddoonn''tt  kknnooww  wwhhaatt  iiss..      
        WWee  aarree  lluucckkyy  ttoo  hhaavvee  ZZaacckk  PPeerr rr yy  
ff rroomm  RReeeedd  CCooll lleeggee  ccoommiinngg  ttoo  ssppeeaakk  ttoo  uuss  
aabboouutt  RReeffuurrbbiisshhiinngg  tthhee  CCrryyssttaall   SSpprriinngg  
WWaatteerrsshheedd..  HHee  iiss  aann  OOrreeggoonn  SSttaattee  
UUnniivveerrssii ttyy  ggrraadduuaattee  wwii tthh  ddeeggrreeeess  iinn  
BBoottaannyy  aanndd  HHoorrttiiccuull ttuurree..    ZZaacckk  hhaass  bbeeeenn  
aatt  RReeeedd  CCooll lleeggee  ssiinnccee  11999999  wwoorrkkiinngg  ttoo  
rreessttoorree  RReeeedd  CCaannyyoonn..    HHee  pprrooppaaggaatteess  aanndd  
ssttaarrttss  aall ll   hhiiss  nnaattiivvee  ppllaannttss  ffoorr  hhiiss  pprroojjeecctt  
aanndd  iiss  ggooiinngg  ttoo  sshhooww  uuss  hhooww  hhee  ddooeess  ii tt..  
          SSoo  lleett  aall ll   ccoommee  aanndd  eennjjooyy  aa  ggrreeaatt  
pprrooggrraamm  ff rroomm  aa  llooccaall   nneeiigghhbboorr  wwhhoo  
aapppprreecciiaatteess  wwhhaatt  wwee  aall ll   ddoo  aatt  CCrryyssttaall   
SSpprriinnggss  GGaarrddeenn..    
    
WWEE  FFOORRGGOOTT  BBII GG  CCHHAANNGGEE  
  
    LLaasstt  mmoonntthh  oouurr  pprrooggrraamm  ddii rreeccttoorr,,  mmee  
MMrr..  BBeeaavveerr,,  ffoorrggoott  ttoo  rreemmiinndd  eevveerryyoonnee  
tthhaatt  tthhee  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  mmeeeettiinngg  wwaass  oouurr  
aannnnuuaall   ccuuttttiinngg  eexxcchhaannggee..  DDuuee  ttoo  tthhee  llooww  
ttuurrnn  oouutt  aatt  tthhee  llaasstt  mmeeeettiinngg  aanndd  hhoott  ddaaii llyy  
tteemmppeerraattuurreess  ((ggoooodd  eexxccuusseess)),,  II  hhaavvee  
ddeecciiddeedd  ttoo  mmoovvee  tthhee  ssppeecciieess  aauuccttiioonn  ttoo  
NNoovveemmbbeerr '' ss  mmeeeettiinngg  ssoo  wwee  ccaann  ssttii ll ll   hhaavvee  
oouurr  ccuuttttiinngg  eexxcchhaannggee..    KK aatthhyy  VVaann  VVeeeenn  
wwii ll ll   bbee  sshhoowwiinngg  uuss  aa  sshhoorrtt  pprrooggrraamm  oonn  
hhooww  ttoo  ttuurrnn  ccuuttttiinnggss  iinn  ttoo  ssttaarrttss..  SSoo  ii ff   
tthheerree  iiss  aa  ssppeecciiaall   rrhhooddyy  yyoouu  wwaanntt  ttoo  ssttaarrtt,,  
lleett  oonnee  ooff   uuss  kknnooww  ssoo  wwee  ccaann  bbrriinngg  yyoouurr  
ccuuttttiinnggss  iinn..    AAnndd  ii ff   yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  oonneess  
yyoouu  wwoouulldd  ll iikkee  ttoo  sshhaarree,,  pplleeaassee  bbrriinngg  
tthhoossee  aass  wweell ll ..    RReemmeemmbbeerr  tthhaatt  tthhee  
NNOOVVEEMMBBEERRSS  MMEEEETTIINNGG  WWIILLLL  BBEE  
TTHHEE  SSPPEECCIIEESS  AAUUCCTTIIOONN..      
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��� ���� � oouu  wwoouulldd  bbee  ssuurrpprriisseedd  aatt  tthhee  ll iigghhtt  iinn  
aarreeaass  ooff  tthhee  SSmmii tthh  GGaarrddeenn..  CCoonnssiiddeerr--
aabbllee  ttrreeee  rreemmoovvaall   hhaass  bbeeeenn  ddoonnee..  OOnnee  
hhaall ff   ooff  tthhee  llaarrggee  BBiigg  LLeeaaff  MMaappllee  ((AAcceerr  
mmaaccrroopphhyyll lluumm))  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ccuutt  ddoowwnn..  TThhee  
rreemmoovveedd  ppoorrttiioonn  wwaass  vveerryy  rrootttteedd  iinnssiiddee..  
TThhee  ootthheerr  hhaall ff   mmaayy  bbee  iinn  ddoouubbtt  aanndd  
ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ffoorr  llaatteerr  rreemmoovvaall ..  SSeevveerraall   
ff ii rr  ttrreeeess  aaddjjaacceenntt  ttoo  tthhee  lloowweerr  ppaatthh  hhaavvee  
bbeeeenn  rreemmoovveedd..      
        IInn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  ssaavvee  mmoonneeyy  nnoonnee  ooff  tthhee  
ddeebbrriiss  hhaass  bbeeeenn  rreemmoovveedd..  TThhaatt  mmeeaannss  
wwee  wwii ll ll   nneeeedd  aa  lloott  ooff  hheellpp  ffoorr  tthhee  ffaall ll   
wwoorrkk  ppaarrttyy  oonn  SSaattuurr ddaayy,,  OOcctt ..  1177..    WWee  
wwii ll ll   hhaavvee  tthhee  uussuuaall   ffoorrmmaatt  wwii tthh  wwoorrkk  
bbeeggiinnnniinngg  aabboouutt  88  aamm  aanndd  lluunncchh  
sseerrvveedd..    CCoommee  aanndd  sseeee  tthhee  cchhaannggeess  iinn  
tthhee  ggaarrddeenn  aanndd  eennjjooyy  tthhee  ccoommppaannyy..  
        TThheerree  iiss  iinntteerreessttiinngg  oobbsseerrvvaattiioonn  
aabboouutt  iinnccrreeaassiinngg  ll iigghhtt  iinn  tthhee  ggaarrddeenn..    
SSeevveerraall   ppllaannttss  ssuuffffeerriinngg  ffrroomm  rrhhooddoo--
ddeennddrroonn  mmii llddeeww  ((MMiiccrroosspphhaaeerraa  
aazzaallaaee))  hhaavvee  sshhoowwnn  iimmpprroovveemmeenntt..  
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Meeting Hall Blues, part 2 

Kath Collier 
 

��� � fter several discussions, meetings, 
and negotiations the decision re-
garding the meeting hall has been 
made. We are staying put (yippee!) 
and should be able to continue 
meeting at the church for some time.  
   It sometimes amazes me how much 
energy it takes to get things going but it 
is always nice when issues like this can 
be resolved. So, be sure to put pants on 
your plants (plastic bag the pots so that 
the dirt doesn’t drip out), and get 
prepared for a whale of a good time, 
great programs, and more exciting 
adventures(?). Maybe adventure is not 
really the work I’m looking for...    ��

SUMMER CALENDAR 

October 

15 – Regular Chapter Meeting 
Party and cutting exchange! 
20 – Board Meeting 

November 

19 – Regular chapter meeting, 
SPECIES AUCTION 
24 – Board Meeting 
TBS - CSRG Show Judging & 
Classification Committee mtg  
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            by by by by Peter KendallPeter KendallPeter KendallPeter Kendall    
 
Barely visibleBarely visibleBarely visibleBarely visible    
through a shroud of mist, the through a shroud of mist, the through a shroud of mist, the through a shroud of mist, the 
moonmoonmoonmoon    
andandandand    Venus to bootVenus to bootVenus to bootVenus to boot    
    
The immensityThe immensityThe immensityThe immensity    
of the autumn moon scalingof the autumn moon scalingof the autumn moon scalingof the autumn moon scaling    
the distant ridgelinethe distant ridgelinethe distant ridgelinethe distant ridgeline    
    
The shadowThe shadowThe shadowThe shadow    of nightof nightof nightof night    
the trilling cricketthe trilling cricketthe trilling cricketthe trilling cricket———— can itcan itcan itcan it    
be fall already?be fall already?be fall already?be fall already?    
    
An October sunAn October sunAn October sunAn October sun    
M y unshakable shadowM y unshakable shadowM y unshakable shadowM y unshakable shadow    
has found its zenithhas found its zenithhas found its zenithhas found its zenith    
    
The autumn gardenThe autumn gardenThe autumn gardenThe autumn garden    
Once more, muffled voicesOnce more, muffled voicesOnce more, muffled voicesOnce more, muffled voices    
and dampened footstepsand dampened footstepsand dampened footstepsand dampened footsteps    
    
�
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Do you dream of being 
a writer? We’ve got just 
the job for you! Time is 
running out and we need 
a replacement!   
   Qualifications: 
Depending on your skill 
level, the process may take 
as little as 8-10 hours per 
month. Average computer 
and word processing skills 
will make the job easy and 
interesting. You will need 
access to a computer and 
printer; some writing and 
photography possible.   
   If you are interested, 
please contact Kathy Van 
Veen, 503-777-1734 
(vanveennursery@ 
hotmail.com) or Kath 
Collier , 503-663-7917 
(talk2write2@wildblue.net) 
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��� � he September Chapter Board 
meeting was a doozie! It offered a time 
for the group to catch up after a busy 
summer and begin addressing several 
issues related to the chapter and gardens. 
Some of the issues that the board 
discussed include: 
-- Meeting hall rent limits, and getting 
the situation resolved. 
-- Sharing updated (some were draft) 
position descriptions for four positions 
at Crystal Springs.  
-- Updates on the CSRG restroom 
remodel for this winter.  
-- A recommendation to plan for a dis-
play at next years’ Home and Garden 
Show which netted the Chapter around 
$700 last year was made. Mike Domas-
chofsky will be looking for some 
volunteers to help with this display.  
-- Ideas for membership recruiting and 
retention such as creating a telephone 
call list for quickly letting folks know if a 
meeting gets canceled due to inclement 
weather, sending meeting reminders to 
existing members via electronic mail, 
sending invitations to non-members who 
have purchased plants at our sales, video 
taping presenters, door prizes, and how 
we can best help get the word out on our 
events and do effective outreach.  
-- We also discussed a proposal for a 
replacement co-chair at Crystal Springs 
and reinvigorating the garden committee. 
An active volunteer in the garden has 
been identified as a great candidate and is 
interested in helping. A more detailed job 
description may be the only thing 
holding us back from getting some more 
help! An active garden committee could 
be particularly helpful in identifying key 
information needed on the website, 
addressing more day-to-day decisions 
related to garden maintenance, and begin 
discussions and recruiting help to 
updating the garden map (using a GPS 
system), discussing water system 
locations, working on shows, etc.  
-- It was mentioned that Tom Gressler is 
really doing a bang-up job at the Smith 
Garden. Many thanks for his extra 
efforts.  
-- We will be on the look out for a ‘Sun-
shine Coordinator’ to help follow-up on 
members.  Karen Cavender has agreed 
to help us provide a bit of TLC and keep 
in touch. THANK YOU Karen! 
-- There was also a request to put our bi-
annual Chapter accomplishment reports 

on the website under the chapter 
activities. 
-- We also talked about the need for a 
new newsletter editor. Dave and I have 
purchased nearly 12 acres just north of 
Bandon, Oregon and plan to build a new 
house and move our nursery there. It will 
take a bit of time, but it also takes time to 
find a willing victim, I mean volunteer, 
and help them get going.   
-- And finally, we talked about how we 
might be able to send ideas and 
suggestions to some of the national 
committees. More discussion is needed 
here.  
 
Some topics were postponed such as: 
-- Offering advertising in the newsletter 
and on the website (to drum up extra 
funds to pay the rent!?!). 
-- Developing an online store on the 
website to make products (such as our 
cool vests, bags, etc.) more readily 
available. 
--Review of the web progress (thanks to 
Steve Kaminski it is looking great!) 
--Proposals for improving our shows 
coming from the classification work-
group. (We’re trying to schedule a 
follow-up meeting).  
 
 
September Meeting in Review 
�
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Seeds of Adventure, In Search of Plants, is a  

Peter Kendall 
�

� or those of you that did not make last 
month's meeting, you missed a wonderful 
book review by long-time member Peter 
Kendall.  Peter presented slides taken 
from the book “Seeds of Adventure, In 
Search of Plants” by Peter Cox and Peter 
Hutchinson. 
    Peter told of the two Scotsman's 16 
expeditions over four decades. Their 
travels through China, Tibet, India, 
Turkey, and Bhutan showed incredible 
rhododendrons in their native habitat.  
Diverse flora and breathtaking scenery 
was a constant theme in the photos.  
Peter stated that to get a copy of this 
exciting book all you have to do is get 
hold of the Species Foundation. 
    Thanks Peter for an excellent 
program. 
�
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Karen Cavender 
graciously accepted the 
new role as the Chapter’s 
‘Sunshine Coordinator.’  
Karen will help us keep 
track of members, and 
provide the tender loving 
care that they deserve. If 
you know of a member that 
is ill or unable to attend our 
meetings for any reason, 
please let Karen know 
(503-625-6331). 
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Rhododendrons in 
Australia 

 
Golden Jubilee Conference 

October 17-20, 2010 
 

in the Dandeong Ranges one 
of Victoria’s top tourist 

attractions 
 

To learn more about the world 
class national rhododendron 
garden (featuring a 15,000 
collection), the international 
and local speakers, and other 
attractions see 
www.vicrhodo.org.au 
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IIrrvv  SSnnyyddeerr  
  

��� ���� � ss  aa  ppaarrtt  ooff   tthhee  AARRSS  WWeesstteerrnn  
RReeggiioonnaall   MMeeeettiinngg  oonn  SSeepptt..  1188--1199,,  
22000099,,  SStteevvee  HHoooottmmaann  ccoonndduucctteedd  aa  
ttoouurr  ooff   tthhee  2222  aaccrreess  aatt  tthhee  RRhhooddoo--
ddeennddrroonn  SSppeecciieess  BBoottaanniiccaall   GGaarrddeenn  iinn  
FFeeddeerraall   WWaayy,,  WWaasshhiinnggttoonn..  AA  ttoouurr  
tthhrroouugghh  tthheessee  ggaarrddeennss  wwii tthh  SStteevvee  iiss  
wwoorrtthh  tthhee  ttrriipp  ttoo  FFeeddeerraall   WWaayy..  SStteevvee  
ppeerrssoonnaall ll yy  kknnoowwss  eevveerryy  ppllaanntt  iinn  tthhee  
ggaarrddeenn..  HHee  kknnoowwss  ii tt  bbyy  nnaammee,,  hhee  
kknnoowwss  wwhheerree  ii tt  ccaammee  ff rroomm,,  aanndd  hhee  
eexxppllaaiinnss  wwhhyy  tthhiiss  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr  ssppeecciieess  
hhaass  aa  ggrreeaatteerr  ttoolleerraannccee  ttoo  ccoolldd  tthhaann  
tthhee  ssaammee  ssppeecciieess  tthhaatt  wwaass  ccooll lleecctteedd  
ffuurrtthheerr  wweesstt  iinn  AAssiiaa,,  ffoorr  eexxaammppllee..  II  
hhaavvee  nneevveerr  sseeeenn  ssuucchh  ppaassssiioonn  ffoorr  
ppllaannttss,,  ffoorr  kknnoowwlleeddggee,,  ffoorr  ggeeooggrraapphhyy,,  
ffoorr  hhiissttoorryy,,  ffoorr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn,,  aanndd  ffoorr  
sshhaarriinngg  aall ll   tthhiiss  bbaacckkggrroouunndd  wwii tthh  aa  
ggrroouupp  ooff   vviissii ttoorrss  ttoo  tthhee  ggaarrddeennss..    
          WWee  wweenntt  tthhrroouugghh  ggrreeeennhhoouusseess  
ff ii ll lleedd  wwii tthh  tthhoouussaannddss  ooff   ppllaannttss..  SStteevvee  
wwaallkkeedd  uupp  ttoo  oonnee  ttrraayy  aanndd  ppiicckkeedd  uupp  aa  
ppllaanntt  aanndd  hheelldd  ii tt  uupp..  NNoo  oonnee  ccoouulldd  
iiddeennttii ffyy  tthhee  ppllaanntt,,  aanndd  tthheenn  SStteevvee  ttoolldd  
uuss  tthhiiss  wwaass  tthhee  oonnllyy  ppllaanntt  ll iikkee  tthhiiss  iiss  
iinn  tthhee  wwoorrlldd..  IItt  wwaass  aa  vveerryy  uunnuussuuaall   
bblluueebbeerrrryy  ssppeecciieess..  HHee  ddiidd  tthhiiss  aaggaaiinn  
wwii tthh  aannootthheerr  uunniiqquuee  ppllaanntt  ff rroomm  aa  
ddii ff ffeerreenntt  aarreeaa  iinn  tthhee  ggrreeeennhhoouussee..  
SStteevvee  iiss  aammaazziinngg  ffoorr  hhee  ppeerrssoonnaall ll yy  
kknnoowwss  aall ll   tthhee  ppllaannttss  iinn  tthhee  ggaarrddeenn,,  
aanndd  iinn  aaddddii ttiioonn  hhee  sseeeemmss  ttoo  bbee  oonn  aa  
ff ii rrsstt  nnaammee  bbaassiiss  wwii tthh  aall ll   tthhee  ll ii ttttllee  ppootttteedd  
ppllaannttss  iinn  tthhee  mmyyrriiaadd  ooff   ggrreeeennhhoouusseess..  
        WWee  lleeaarrnneedd  tthhaatt  ssoommee  ooff   tthhee  ssppeecciieess  
ccooll lleecctteedd  rreecceennttllyy  ff rroomm  VViieettnnaamm  aarree  
hhaarrddiieerr  tthhaann  tthhee  ssaammee  ssppeecciieess  ccooll lleecctteedd  
ffuurrtthheerr  wweesstt  ff rroomm  CChhiinnaa..  WWhhyy  iiss  tthhiiss??    
TThhee  ppllaannttss  ffrroomm  CChhiinnaa  ggrrooww  iinn  aann  aarreeaa  
tthhaatt  iiss  pprrootteecctteedd  bbyy  tthhee  mmaassssiivvee  mmoouunn--
ttaaiinn  cchhaaiinn  tthhaatt  eexxtteennddss  ffrroomm  wweesstt  ttoo  eeaasstt  
aalloonngg  tthhee  ssoouutthheerrnn  ssiiddee  ooff   CChhiinnaa..  TThhiiss  
mmoouunnttaaiinn  cchhaaiinn  pprrootteeccttss  tthhiiss  rreeggiioonn  ff rroomm  
ff rriiggiidd  aaii rr  bbllaassttss  tthhaatt  bbllooww  ddoowwnn  oouutt  oorr  tthhee  
aarrccttiicc  iinn  tthhee  wwiinntteerr..  TThhee  cchhaaiinn  ddooeess  nnoott  
eexxtteenndd  aall ll   tthhee  wwaayy  eeaasstt  ttoo  VViieettnnaamm,,  ssoo  
ppllaannttss  iinn  tthhiiss  rreeggiioonn  mmuusstt  bbee  hhaarrddiieerr  ttoo  
wwii tthhssttaanndd  tthhee  ooccccaassiioonnaall   aarrccttiicc  aaii rr..  
        SStteevvee  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  aa  rraatthheerr  ppaassssiioonn--
aattee  ddiissll iikkee  ooff   cceeddaarr  ttrreeeess..  CCeeddaarr  ttrreeeess  

ddeevveelloopp  aa  tthhiicckk,,  ddeennssee  rroooott  mmaassss  nneeaarr  tthhee  
ssuurrffaaccee  ooff   tthhee  ggrroouunndd,,  tthhuuss  cchhoocckkiinngg  ooff ff   
ootthheerr  ppllaannttss  ll iikkee  rrhhooddooddeennddrroonnss  tthhaatt  aarree  
ggrroowwiinngg  uunnddeerr  tthhee  cceeddaarrss..  II   ggaassppeedd  aa  
ll ii ttttllee  bbii tt  ffoorr  II  hhaavvee  sseevveerraall   cceeddaarr  tthhrreeeess  
tthhaatt  aarree  ggeettttiinngg  qquuii ttee  llaarrggee,,  aanndd  II  hhaadd  
hhooppeedd  ttoo  ttrriimm  tthheemm  uupp  ssoo  tthhee  rrhhooddooddeenn--
ddrroonnss  ccoouulldd  eennjjooyy  tthhee  sshhaaddee  bbeenneeaatthh  
tthheemm..      
        TThhee  nneeww  ffeerrnn  ggaarrddeenn  wwaass  ddeeddiiccaatteedd  oonn  
tthhee  SSuunnddaayy  ffooll lloowwiinngg  tthhee  AARRSS  mmeeeettiinngg..    
TThhiiss  aarreeaa  iiss  vveerryy  iinntteerreessttiinngg  ffoorr  ii tt  iiss  ff ii ll lleedd  
wwii tthh  mmaassssiivvee  ssttuummppss..    TThheerree  aarree  sseevveerraall   
ffeerrnnss  ppllaanntteedd  nnooww  ttooggeetthheerr  wwii tthh  aa  ffeeww  
rrhhooddooddeennddrroonnss..  IInn  aa  ffeeww  yyeeaarrss  tthhiiss  aarreeaa  
wwii ll ll   bbee  ssppeeccttaaccuullaarr  wwii tthh  mmoossss  aanndd  ffeerrnnss  
aanndd  ssoommee  eeppiipphhyyttiicc  rrhhooddooddeennddrroonnss  
ggrroowwiinngg  oouutt  ooff   tthhee  ssttuummppss..    
        DDuurriinngg  tthhee  ttoouurr  II  ppeesstteerreedd  SStteevvee  
HHoooottmmaann  wwii tthh  qquueessttiioonnss,,  tthhee  aannsswweerrss  ttoo  
wwhhiicchh  mmaayy  bbee  hheellppffuull   ttoo  ootthheerrss..  FFoorr  
eexxaammppllee::  
  
HHooww  ddoo  yyoouu  ccoonnttrrooll   rroooott  wweeeevvii llss??  
      SStteevvee  ––  WWee  hhaavvee  ssttooppppeedd  sspprraayyiinngg  tthhee  
ggaarrddeennss  ffoorr  wweeeevvii llss..  OOrrtthheennee,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  
uusseedd  pprreevviioouussllyy,,  kkii ll llss  ssoommee  ooff   tthhee  
oorrggaanniissmmss  iinn  tthhee  ssooii ll   wwhhiicchh  ccoonnttrrooll   rroooott  
wweeeevvii llss..  WWhheenn  tthhee  sspprraayyiinngg  iiss  ssttooppppeedd,,  
tthheessee  oorrggaanniissmmss  wwii ll ll   pprroossppeerr  aanndd  wwii ll ll   
ccoonnttrrooll   tthhee  wweeeevvii llss..    IIff   ppllaannttss  aarree  ssttrreessss--
sseedd,,  tthhee  wweeeevvii llss  wwii ll ll   sseennssee  tthhiiss  aanndd  wwii ll ll   
aattttaacckk  tthhee  ppllaanntt..  PPllaannttss  iinn  ppoottss  aarree  
ssttrreesssseedd,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  mmaayy  rreeqquuii rree  ssoommee  
ttrreeaattmmeenntt  ffoorr  wweeeevvii llss..  
  
WWhhaatt  kkiinndd  ooff   ssooii ll   mmiixxttuurree  ddoo  yyoouu  uussee  ttoo  
ccoonnssttrruucctt  rrhhooddooddeennddrroonn  bbeeddss??      
      SStteevvee  ––  OOrriiggiinnaall llyy  tthhee  bbeeddss  hheerree  wweerree  
ff ii ll lleedd  wwii tthh  ssaawwdduusstt,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  rreeaaddii llyy  
aavvaaii llaabbllee  ff rroomm  WWeeyyeerrhhaaeeuusseerr..  TThhiiss  
wwoorrkkeedd  ff iinnee  ffoorr  aa  ffeeww  yyeeaarrss,,  bbuutt  aass  tthhee  
ssaaww  dduusstt  bbrrookkee  ddoowwnn,,  tthhee  ssooii ll   bbeeccaammee  
ll iikkee  aa  ssppoonnggee  aanndd  tthhee  bbeedd  bbeeccaammee  ll iikkee  aa  
bboogg..  TThhee  mmaatteerriiaall   iinn  tthheessee  bbeeddss  iiss  bbeeiinngg  
ttaakkeenn  oouutt  nnooww,,  aanndd  tthhee  bbeeddss  aarree  bbeeiinngg  
bbuuii ll tt  uupp  wwii tthh  aa  ffoooott  ttoo  1188  iinncchheess  ooff   aa  
mmiixxttuurree  ooff   ccooaarrssee,,  aanngguullaarr  ssaanndd  mmiixxeedd  
wwii tthh  mmeeddiiuumm  bbaarrkk  mmuullcchh..  
  
WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  uussee  wwhheenn  yyoouu  ffeerrttii ll iizzee  tthhee  
ppllaannttss??      
      SStteevvee  ––  SSppeecciieess  ppllaanntteedd  iinn  tthhee  ggrroouunndd  
rreeqquuii rree  ll ii ttttllee  oorr  nnoo  ffeerrttii ll iizzeerr..  IIff   tthhee  bbeedd  iiss  
nneeww  aanndd  tthheerree  iiss  ll ii ttttllee  nnuuttrrii ttiioonn  iinn  tthhee  
nneeww  ssooii ll ,,  aa  ll ii ttttllee  ffeerrttii ll iizzeedd  mmaayy  bbee  
nneecceessssaarryy..  HHoowweevveerr,,  oonnccee  tthhee  bbeedd  iiss  
eessttaabbll iisshheedd,,  tthhee  ssppeecciieess  ppllaannttss  ccaann  mmaakkee  
ii tt  oonn  tthheeiirr  oowwnn..  
  ((CCoonnttiinnuueedd  oonn  ppaaggee  66))  
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Work parties at the Crystal 
Springs Rhododendron 
Garden meet every Wed-
nesday at 9 a.m. beginning 
in February and wrapping 
up in November.  
   If you have a few hours 
to spare, we could use your 
help both in the garden and 
in the gate house. Bob 
MacArthur  will be direct-
ing the efforts in the garden 
and Rose Kress in the 
gatehouse.  
   For more information, 
contact Bob at 360-256-
2522 or Rose at 503-654-
4318.  
 

 
Azaleas blooming 
cheerfully along lagoon 
path in May.  
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��� � his is the eighth article related to 
building a updated master plan for the  
Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden 
(CSRG). In the past, extensive planning 
documents were created and there was 
the goal of creating updates on a cyclic 
basis. These plans described many 
projects and budgetary issues in great 
detail. These plans also include agree-
ments between the City and the Chapter 
that address roles and responsibilities, 
expectations, and ongoing support.  
   The tool used among most govern-
mental agencies to establish such an 
agreement is a memorandum of under-
standing (MOU or MU) or memoran-
dum of agreement (MOA or MA—old 
timers have a tendency to use the O in 

the acronym. Somehow saying 
MU or MA just never sounded 
right to me...).  Both basically 
serve the same purpose. You 
might recall that an MOU was 
created for the Hinsdale Garden 
recently between the ARS and 
the BLM.    
    Some agencies require specific 
for-mats for these agreements, 
while others are more flexible. 
The specific format makes it 
easy to check to make sure all of 

the required topics (like contact informa-
tion, funding, records management, etc.) 
are addressed. There is no limit to what 
can be in an MOU beyond those basics. 
I’ve written MOUs that changed the way 
monies are transferred between agencies, 
set up interagency records management 
guidelines, set up how committees or 
mixed groups might work together, etc. 
The possibilities are endless.  
    In this case, the City uses an MOU to 
summarize the key agreements and 
information . Any time someone needs 
to find some key information about say 
CSRG, they can pull this relatively short 
document (usually they are fairly short) 
and find the basic facts quickly. How-
ever there is a downside.  I’ve noticed a 
few agreements from the State that seem 
to be set up on a ‘forever’ basis rather 
than a more limited term, such as five 
years. While the ‘forever’ strategy limits 
the amount of work of all partners in-

volved it also guarantees that the 
information (such as current contact 
details) is totally out of date and it may 
be difficult or time consuming to track 
this information down. Assigning a 
limited life-time can be beneficial not 
only for maintaining good relationships 
but also saving time in an emergency or 
even in just day to day coordination. 
    An MOU is somewhat of a legal 
document because typically do not have 
the same power as a contract. There can 
be consequences (depending on the 
issues and mix of partners) to non-
compliance. For instance, in our case the 
City could withhold building permits or 
funding support. It is in our best interest 
to keep our Master Plan and MOUs up to 
date... less barriers to getting improve-
ments made in the garden! 
   In both versions of the previous master 
plans you will find an appendix (A in the 
1995 version) that addresses roles and 
responsibilities. Based on the wording, 
this section was a precursor to the more 
recent MOU requirements. In this section 
you will find information on the purpose, 
terms of the agreement, general descript-
tions, funding responsibilities, and tasks. 
Updated versions would undoubtedly be 
longer than the version in the 1995 plan.  
   Following the basic MOU is a list of 
responsibilities that compares what the 
Parks Bureau versus the Portland Chapter 
would do. This includes a few notations 
off to the side as well. This is the piece 
that we will need to pay detailed atten-
tion to and negotiate with the City. For 
instance, in the Utilities section under 
repairs it indicates that the chapter is 
responsible for “repair telephone lines 
and alarm systems.” This doesn’t mean 
we actually have to learn how to be 
linemen and climb utility poles but we 
would initiate and pay for any repairs 
related to telephone lines and alarm 
systems. 
   To be effective in this review, we 
would need to look at the online guide-
lines that the City has related to the kinds 
of functions they provide for gardens in 
Portland and ensure that we are not doing 
something that they are already commit-
ed to do. We would also need to ensure 
that a responsible entity is identified for 
things that need to get done—we need to 
know who to go to get things done.  
   Negotiating this list would be some-
thing that a garden committee or folks 
who are intimately involved with the 
garden would need to do to complete the 

(Continued on page 6) 



 

 

 

)��!���*��+�
*�� �,���' �
Order your books through the 
ARS Portland Chapter and 
receive 10-25 percent 
discount off the list price. 
Contact Loni Welsh via: 
·  email – oregon1853@ 
yahoo.com 
·  phone – 503-663-6987 
·  ARS Chapter meetings 
 
The following publishers and 
book sellers offer discounts to 
us: 
·  Princeton University Press 
- 25% discount 
(http://press.princeton.edu 
/catalogs. html ) 
·  Storey Publishing - 25% 
discount 
(http://www.storey.com) 
·  Timber Press Publishing - 
25% discount (http:// 
www.timberpress.com) 
·  Workman Publishing - 25% 
discount (http:// 
www.workman.com) 
·  Southern Oregon book 
dealer - 10% discount (catalog 
listing available on request) 
·  Rain or Shine - 10% 
discount (any other books they 
have in their store) 
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If you are changing your 
physical or electronic mail 
address, be sure to let Ray 
Girton,  Membership 
Chair, know so that we can 
continue to get the 
newsletter to you!  
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Ted Hewitt, Don Smart, and others! 
 

��� � e have a number of upcoming events 
that may interest you: 
    As many of you know, Nolan and 
Cindy Blansit have moved to Missouri 
after quite a number of years of hybridi-
zing rhododendrons at their home near 
Cottage Grove. Nolan had oriented his 
hybridizing efforts toward creating 
smaller plants that would fit smaller 
gardens, ones with nice foliage, plants 
that would bloom within three years, and 
finally, those with interesting flower 
color.  
   We now have a wonderful chance to 
purchase some of his beautiful creations 
as he will be returning to the garden for a 
few days in October. He has some 1,500 
three and a half-year-old plants priced at 
$10; 1,000 two and a half-year-old plants 
priced at $5; and several hundred cutting 
grown plants available (not sure of the 
price).  
    Jack Olson will be assisting Nolan 
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday, October 8, 9, and 
10. If you have questions, please contact 
Jack by phone at (541) 988-9133 or by  
e-mail at rhodyjack@msn.com.  
    When you come to the garden, please 
bring a shovel and plastic bags or con-
tainers in which to take home your new 
plants. Cash or check only. Please do not 
bother the new residents of the house. 
Here are directions to get to the garden: 
     1. Drive south from Eugene on I-5 for 
about 20 miles. Take the second Cottage 
Grove exit (Exit 172), 6th Street Exit. 
    2. Turn left onto South 6th Street 
which will then become London Road. 
   3. Stay on London Road for about 10 
miles passing Cottage Grove Lake. 
   4. In the community of London, turn 
right onto Shoestring Road. 
   5. In about 100 feet turn right onto the 
first gravel lane / driveway and go to the 
end (maybe half a mile). 
   6. Nolan's house and garden will be on 
the left. Park off of the circular drive-
way to allow for other cars. 
   The address is 72794 Shoestring Road, 
though I am not sure that is marked. 
 
One of the Cascade Chapter members, 
Milt Strasburg , is moving out of the 
area. He has a collected a number of 
rhododendrons over the years – he 

always wins something at our raffles! He 
would like to see them go to people who 
would appreciate them and not new 
home owners that would see them as too 
many plants in the landscape – let’s get 
rid of them! 
     Prices, trade or other deals are negoti-
able. Milt has already moved, but is back 
in town every couple of weeks as the old 
house is being remodeled. He can be 
reached on his cell phone – no matter 
where he is – at 425-518-3690.  
�
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��� � he Cecil and Molly Smith Garden 
Committee would like to add the 
following list of early to mid blooming 
plants to update the Smith Garden.  
Please let me know if you have any of 
these plants: 
 
Abe Arnott Blue Lagoon 

Cherry Cheesecake Ebony Pearl 

Elsie Watson Eruption 

Frank Mossman Honey Butter 

Horizon Lakeside Horizon Monarch 

Horizon Wildfire Jonathan Shaw 

Laramie Mango Tango 

Many Moons Nancy Evans 

Nelda Peach Olin O. Dobbs 

Orange Cameo Pacific Sunset 

Peach Charm Perfume 

Peter Alan Peter Bee 

Point Defiance Red Gold 

Rubicon Rusty Nails 

Seaview Sunset Starbright Champagne 

Teacher's Pet Wee Bee 

Wings of Gold  
 
Ginny Mapes 
25185 NW Svea Drive 
Hillsboro, OR 97124 
503-647-2896 
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(Continued) 
 
  
DDoo  yyoouu  pprreeffeerr   rreegguullaarr  
ddeepptthh  ppoottss  oorr   eexxttrraa  ddeeeepp  
ppoottss??      
      SStteevvee  ––  WWee  pprreeffeerr  ddeeeeppeerr  
ppoottss  bbeeccaauussee  tthheeyy  aall llooww  tthhee  
wwaatteerr  ttoo  ddrraaiinn  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  
tthhee  rroooottss  ooff   tthhee  
rrhhooddooddeennddrroonn..  
  
AAll ll   iinn  aall ll   ii tt  wwaass  aa  mmoosstt  
ssttiimmuullaattiinngg  ttoouurr..  

II rr vv  SSnnyyddeerr   
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��� � he impressive O. Howard Hinsdale 
woodland garden on the lower Umpqua 
River near Reedsport, with rhododen-
drons dating back perhaps a century, is 
well on its way to reclaiming the glory 
and public attention experienced for two 
to three decades beginning in the 1950s.  
This has come about through joint efforts 
of ARS District 4 members, the ARS 
Endowment Fund, and the garden’s 
owner, the US Department of Interior’s 
Bureau of Land Management. 
    So, here’s a chance to participate in 
one of the best aspects of the ‘fun factor’ 
in gardening.   
     A dozen historically correct hybrids 
will be planted on Monday, November 9, 
2009.  Member expertise and a little 
muscle are needed to complete the work.  
The BLM has already done much of the 
heavy lifting by staging soil amendments 
and mulch in the planting area, locations 
for each plant are staked, and the replace-
ment plants will be at or near their final 
location. Our task is to dig planting 
holes, to settle and mulch the plants in 
place… and then stand back to contem-
plate their display in the months and 
years ahead.  
     A hot meal is planned as part of the 
work party and, of course, the always 
great camaraderie of fellow rhododen-
dron enthusiasts.  With many willing 
hands, time will be left over to stroll 
around the garden to see first hand the 
impressive effort going into its creation.  
Wheelbarrows and all other tools will be 
furnished by the BLM, but feel free to 
bring a favorite shovel.  
 
WHAT:  Hinsdale Planting Party 
WHEN:  Monday, November 9, 2009 
TIME :    Begin 9 – 10am until ?  (Later 
arrivals welcome!) 
MEET :   Parking lot east of garden 
QUESTIONS/DETAILS:   Call Gordon 
Wylie, 541 895-2864, email 
lgwone@gmail.com, or 307 Ironwood 
Loop, Creswell, OR 97426 
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(Continued from page 4)�
Master Plan update. In the September 
board meeting the idea of reinvigorating 
the CSRG garden committee was 
discussed. Looks like there is interest by 
several of the principal garden coordina-
tors to get this committee back up on its 
feet. I’m looking forward to these 
discussions! 
    In the next issue we will look at some 
additional issues related to the CSRG 
planning update and master planning 
progress. Stay tuned! 
    
In memory of... 
 

Hank Schannen 
Hank Schannen, well known rhododen-
dron enthusiast and founder of RareFind 
Nursery in Jackson, NJ collapsed and 
died on Sept. 16. He was a long-time 
member of the Princeton Chapter, chair-
man of the Rhododendron Research 
Foundation, board member of the Rhodo-
dendron Species Foundation, and recipe-
ent of the ARS bronze and gold medals. 
   He is known for his plant ‘Solidarity’ 
which he wanted to name for his mother. 
She said a rhododendron with a difficult 
Polish name would never sell, so they 
settled on ‘Solidarity’ after the Polish 
labor union. 
   His connection with the Portland 
Chapter is through Alfred Martin , 
Crystal Springs benefactor.  They were 
great friends and for a time were partners 
in Wynterset Nursery. He always prom-
ised to put in a good word for us with the 
Martin Foundation. 
   All of the above are the facts. What 
made him beloved was his outgoing 
personality, his sharp wit, his generosity, 
his friendliness to everyone. He was 
interested in people and knew so much 
about the ARS and its members. He had 
a boundless love and curiosity about 
rhododendrons. When the RHS Inter-
national Rhododendron Register came 
out he was so excited about it. He told 
me he kept it by his bed and just loved to 
pour over all the plant information in 
there. So much information was in his 
head. He was going to write it down so it 
wouldn't be lost.  Someday.  There was 
plenty of time for that. After all he was 
only 71.    Kathy Van Veen  
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Smith Garden Fall Work 
Party Day is Saturday, 
October 17th. Come in the 
morning help with general 
clean-up and collecting 
branches for chipping (we will 
be doing the chipping in the 
spring.)  There are some sit-
down jobs like adding stickers 
to flyers. Bring your gloves 
and favorite tools to use.  
Lunch provided.  See you 
there!  For more information 
contact Ginny Mapes at 503-
647-2896.   
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��� � o you own or have 
access to any of the 
rhododendrons named 
below?  If so, your help is 
needed in restoring the 
historic O. Howard 
Hinsdale Garden by taking 
cuttings from them this 
fall.  
�  Canary 
�  Carita Golden Dream, 

aka Golden Dream 
�  Countess of Athlone 
�  Day Dream, Biscuit 

Form 
�  Erebus 
�  Fabia Roman Pottery 
�  Fabia Tower Court 
�  Glory of Littleworth 
�  Golden West 
�  Goldsworth Yellow 
�  Jade 
�  Karkov 
�  King of Shrubs 
�  Lady Rosebery 
�  Mrs. W. C. Slocock 
�  Naomi A.M. 
�  Rosy Morn 

 
We hope to obtain at least 
three to as many as six or 
eight cuttings of each plant, 
and have arranged for 
propagation by Kathy Van 
Veen.  Cuttings should be 
taken and packaged in the 
usual manner and mailed 
directly to her at Van Veen 
Nursery, PO Box 86424, 
Portland, OR 97286-0424.  
    To avoid an oversupply 
of any given cultivar, 
please check first with 
Gordon Wylie, lgwone@ 
gmail.com, 541-895-2864 
or 307 Ironwood Loop, 
Creswell, OR 97426. 
   The ARS is supporting 
plant replacement at 
Hinsdale through an 
Endowment Fund Grant 
approved by its Board of 
Directors.  Many thanks for 
everyone’s added support. 
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Ron Mapes 
 

��� � he Tualatin Valley Chapter of the 
American Rhododendron Society is 
holding their Annual Fall Plant Auction 
at their regularly scheduled meeting on 
October 12th at 7:00pm. 
    Club members donate rhododendrons 
they have grown in their gardens or 
nurseries.  While the focus is on rare, 
hard to find, special species and hybrids, 
a wide range of companion plants and 
trees share the auction stage. Remember, 
the rhododendron is Hillsboro’s City 
Flower. 
    This event is one of TVARS’s major 
sources of funding to plant and maintain 
the rhododendron garden at The Jenkins 
Estate and the Lloyd Baron Rhododend-
ron Garden at Hillsboro’s Rood Bridge 
Park. 
    All garden club members as well as 
members of the general public who 
would enjoy adding interesting plants (at 
reasonable prices) to their landscape are 
invited to participate in our annual Fall 
garden sale. We have found that fall 
planting gives new additions to our 
gardens a strong start for next spring. 
Refreshments and door prizes are 
included in the evening of fun! 
    Meeting Location: 
 First Baptist Church 

177 NE Lincoln Street 
Hillsboro, OR 97123 
Phone:503-312-2879 
e-mail: ronsrhody@coho.net 
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Get ready! It’s almost time! Wait... how 
come it is so green? The trees and shrubs 
are usually well into their fall colors by 
now. But an amazing thing is going on 
(OK, it is a bit subtle). Our normal fall 
color seems to be a bit delayed this year, 
with several trees just beginning to show 
color. This holds true for several rhodo-
dendrons and azaleas as well which also 
seem to be running a bit late this year as 
well.  

    There are several theories about this. I 
heard that the plants know that we will 
have another wild winter and are thus 
keeping their leaves on a bit longer 
(could this possibly be?). While I hope 
this is not true (both in the sense that we 
will have another terrible winter and in 
the sense that somehow a plant can 
predict the weather months in advance), 
this type of seasonal variation is just par 
for the course.  
    My guess is that the amount of sun-
light is higher than normal for this time 
of year and the plants are getting what 
they need to remain green just a little bit 
longer. You might want to start looking 
closely at your rhododendrons and 
azaleas to see which ones begin flaunting 
their fall/winter foliage. This may con-
vince you to move the plant this winter to 
an area which you can more easily enjoy 
it, or signal that it is time to reducing the 
watering and fertilizing and let the plant 
slumber off through the winter.  
   There are several rhodos and azaleas 
that have fabulous fall color, and a few 
that will even either re-bloom or throw 
out a few incidental blooms. It is the leaf 
color that takes center stage. You will 
notice that the azalea leaves are starting 
to look different than the leaves pushed 
out in early spring. Evergreen azaleas 
have two different sets of leaves each 
year and often the winter leaves that 
sport a leathery texture and often rich 
colors.   
    I have placed a few rhodos and 
companion plants along the drive just for 
the fall color impact that they have. A 
fabulous fall leaf show can stand out and 
knock your socks off just as easily as a 
spring show.   
    I’m also thinking about adding more r 
companion plants such as fuchsias, 
dahlias, and hydrangeas. I purchased 
several fuchsias recently and they are just 
stunning (and still blooming!) particul-
arly against the back-drop of dark green 
rhododendron leaves. A few more 
hydrangeas and dahlias would also be a 
good bet at extending the garden color 
too. I am SO glad that we don’t have to 
dig up rhododendrons (like we do 
dahlias) every year! 
   If you see rhodos that you don’t know, 
bring in a cutting to the meeting. There’s 
a good chance that someone there just 
might be able to name it for you!  



Post Master:  Time sensitive mail; please deliver before October 13, 2009 

 
Portland Chapter 
American Rhododendron Society 
PO Box 86424 
Portland OR  97286-0424 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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