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Regular chapter meetings are 
held on the third Thursday of 
the month (except in June, 
July, and August which have 
other events). Meetings start 
at 7 pm with a social half-hour 
preceding the main meeting. 
We clean up and exit by 9:30 
pm.  
    Location:  All Saints 
Episcopal Church - At the 
corner of SE 40th and 
Woodstock, Portland, Oregon 
�
Please feel free to join us at the 
Woodstock Wine & Deli (across 
the street) for dinner or beverage 
before the meeting – several 
members routinely meet there.  
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We’re making a list, and checking it 
twice... and jumped straight into get-
ting ready for the annual Christmas 
Party Extravaganza! Last year, our 
Christmas party got snowed out. We 
made up for the delay by having a 
fabulous “Sweets for the Sweet” 
party in February. Maybe this year 
the weather will be with us enough to 
have both parties!  
   Several folks have volunteered to 
create wonderful decorated tables for 
you to eat at and enjoy the program. 
The program typically includes 5-10 
slides or images that members are 
willing to share. A slide projector and 
computer/projector will be available 
for folks to use.  
   Folks doing tables can optionally 
provide plates, flatware, cups, etc. as 
we usually have a stash of those items 
to share. There will also be a table for 
folks to share their favorite holiday 
recipes. Please bring your favorite 
dish! 
    This meeting is always fun. Hope-
fully the weather will be on our side. 
If you are concerned, you can call 
503-777-1734 for meeting 
cancellation information.   
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LL oonnii   WWeellsshh  wwii ll ll   bbee  hheellppiinngg  uuss  sseett  uupp  
aa  ""bbooookk  ttrraaddiinngg  ttaabbllee""  aatt  oouurr  mmeeeettiinngg..  
MMeemmbbeerrss  aarree  eennccoouurraaggeedd  ttoo  bbrriinngg  
uunnwwaanntteedd  bbooookkss  ooff   aannyy  kkiinndd  ttoo  
ccoonnttrriibbuuttee..  MMeemmbbeerrss  tthhaatt  ccoonnttrriibbuuttee  
wwii ll ll   bbee  ggiivveenn  aa  ttookkeenn  tthhaatt  ccaann  bbee  
ttrraaddeedd  iinn  ffoorr  aa  bbooookk  ffrroomm  tthhee  ttaabbllee..  
MMeemmbbeerrss  wwii ll ll   bbee  eennccoouurraaggeedd  ttoo  ddrroopp  
aa  bbuucckk  iinn  tthhee  ddoonnaattiioonn  jjaarr  ffoorr  bbooookkss  
tthhaatt  tthheeyy  mmiigghhtt  ttaakkee  iinn  ttrraaddee..  IItt  sshhoouulldd  

bbee  aa  ffuunn  wwaayy  ttoo  rreeccyyccllee  aa  vvaarriieettyy  ooff   
bbooookkss..    
      WWee  wwii ll ll   aallssoo  bbee  llooookkiinngg  aatt  sseettttiinngg  
uupp  aa  ""ssmmaall ll   ppllaanntt  ttrraaddee  ttaabbllee""  wwhheerree  
ppeeooppllee  ccaann  bbrriinngg  iinn  ssmmaall ll   ppllaannttss,,  ooff   
aannyy  kkiinndd,,  aanndd  ttaakkee  ssoommeetthhiinngg  hhoommee  
wwii tthh  tthheemm..    EEaacchh  ooff   tthheessee  ttaabblleess  wwii ll ll     
hhaavvee  aa  ddoonnaattiioonn  jjaarr  wwhheerree  ppeeooppllee  ppuutt  
iinn  aa  ffeeww  ccooiinnss  ttoo  hheellpp  tthhee  cchhaapptteerr..      
        TThheessee  iiddeeaass  wweerree  ffrroomm  EE..  WWhhii ttee  
SSmmii tthh  wwhhoo  iiss  aallssoo  wwoorrkkiinngg  oonn  aa  
cchhaapptteerr  ccoonnttaacctt  ccaarrdd  wwhhiicchh  wwii ll ll   bbee  aa  
hhaannddyy  ttooooll   ffoorr  sshhaarriinngg  ccoonnttaacctt  iinn--
ffoorrmmaattiioonn  aabboouutt  tthhee  cchhaapptteerr..  TThhee  
ccaarrddss  wwii ll ll   bbee  pprriinntteedd  iinn  ccoolloorr,,  ttwwoo  
ssiiddeess,,  wwii tthh  aa  bbrriigghhtt  pphhoottoo  oonn  tthhee  ffrroonntt  
aanndd  ccoonnttaacctt  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  tthhee  bbaacckk..  
TThhee  ccaarrdd  ccaann  bbee  ggiivveenn  ttoo  ppootteennttiiaall   
nneeww  mmeemmbbeerrss  aanndd  ffoollkkss  iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  
rrhhooddooddeennddrroonnss..  WWee  aarree  llooookkiinngg  
ffoorrwwaarrdd  ttoo  sseeee  hhooww  wweell ll   tthheessee  iiddeeaass  
wwoorrkk..  TThhaannkk  yyoouu  EE..  WWhhii ttee  ffoorr  yyoouurr  
ccoonnttiinnuuoouuss  ssuuppppoorrtt  aanndd  ggrreeaatt  iiddeeaass!!     
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TThhee  llaarrggee  ddoovvee  ttrreeee  ((llooccaatteedd  oonn  tthhee  ppaatthh  
bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  eexxhhiibbii tt  hhaall ll   aanndd  rreessttrroooommss))  
wwaass  nnoommiinnaatteedd  aass  aa  HHeerrii ttaaggee  TTrreeee..  IInn  
SSeepptteemmbbeerr,,  wwee  ffoouunndd  tthhaatt  tthhee  CCii ttyy  
CCoouunnccii ll   aapppprroovveedd  tthhee  ttrreeee  aanndd  wwii ll ll   bbee  
aaddddiinngg  ii tt  ttoo  tthheeii rr  HHeerrii ttaaggee  TTrreeee  wweebb  
ppaaggeess  ((llooccaatteedd  uunnddeerr  tthhee  ‘‘ NNaattuurree’’   ttaabb  aatt  
wwwwww..PPoorrttllaannddppaarrkkss..oorrgg))..  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  
aabboouutt  tthhee  ttrreeee  ((ssuucchh  aass  llooccaattiioonn  aanndd  aa  
bbrriieeff  ddeessccrriippttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ssppeecciieess))  wwii ll ll   
aallssoo  bbee  aaddddeedd  ttoo  tthhee  HHeerrii ttaaggee  TTrreeee  
bbooookklleett  wwhheenn  ii tt  iiss  rreepprriinntteedd..    
        GGeettttiinngg  aa  ttrreeee  aapppprroovveedd  ffoorr  tthhiiss  hhiigghh  
hhoonnoorr  nnoott  oonnllyy  cceelleebbrraatteess  tthhee  eexxcceell lleenntt  
ccaarree  tthhaatt  tthheessee  ppllaannttss  hhaavvee  rreecceeiivveedd  oovveerr  
tthhee  yyeeaarrss  bbuutt  wwii ll ll   aallssoo  bbrriinngg  mmoorree  ppeeooppllee  
ttoo  tthhee  ggaarrddeenn  ttoo  nnoott  oonnllyy  sseeee  tthhee  ttrreeeess  bbuutt  
tthhee  ootthheerr  ffaabbuulloouuss  ppllaannttss  ((ll iikkee  rrhhooddooss!!))..  
PPoorrttllaanndd’’ ss  HHeerrii ttaaggee  TTrreeeess  aarree  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  
kkeeyyssttoonneess  ttoo  tthhee  ccii ttyy’’ ss  uurrbbaann  ttrreeee  ccaannooppyy..    
      TThhee  HHeerrii ttaaggee  TTrreeee  PPrrooggrraamm  iiss  ccoooorr--
ddiinnaatteedd  bbyy  MMiicchhaaeell   MMccCClloosskkeeyy,,  UUrrbbaann  
FFoorreessttrryy  CCoommmmiissssiioonn..    

FALL CALENDAR 

December 

17-Chapter Christmas Party 
No Board meeting 

January 

21 – Chapter meeting 
26 – Board meeting 
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The sun breaking throughThe sun breaking throughThe sun breaking throughThe sun breaking through    
shadows, at once shadows, at once shadows, at once shadows, at once 
imagined,imagined,imagined,imagined,    
real yet againreal yet againreal yet againreal yet again    
    
Those w ind thrown Those w ind thrown Those w ind thrown Those w ind thrown 
tantrumstantrumstantrumstantrums    
The promise of cloud and The promise of cloud and The promise of cloud and The promise of cloud and 
rainrainrainrain    
has erased the sunhas erased the sunhas erased the sunhas erased the sun    
    
The fog draped hillsideThe fog draped hillsideThe fog draped hillsideThe fog draped hillside    
A scamper of squirrels andA scamper of squirrels andA scamper of squirrels andA scamper of squirrels and    
mmmmy first wooly beary first wooly beary first wooly beary first wooly bear    
    
Thunder and lightningThunder and lightningThunder and lightningThunder and lightning    
From TumuFrom TumuFrom TumuFrom Tumult, the lt, the lt, the lt, the 
twisting leaftwisting leaftwisting leaftwisting leaf————     
toward obliviontoward obliviontoward obliviontoward oblivion    
    
Swaths of rain, once moreSwaths of rain, once moreSwaths of rain, once moreSwaths of rain, once more    
gaining momentum, and gaining momentum, and gaining momentum, and gaining momentum, and 
wherewherewherewhere    
the fabric of fall?the fabric of fall?the fabric of fall?the fabric of fall?    
�
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If you are changing your 
physical or electronic mail 
address, be sure to let Ray 
Girton,  Membership 
Chair, know so that we can 
continue to get the 
newsletter to you!  
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Ernie 
Metcalfe and 
Bob 
MacArthur 
accept 
President’s 
award at 
CSRG 
Volunteer 
Potluck in 
November. 
Photo by 
Rose Kress  
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Giving Thanks... 
 
Kath Collier 
 
Each year I am amazed at the gener-
osity of the many volunteers who 
help support the gardens and chapter. 
Many times, their efforts can go un-
noticed or (gasp) under-appreciated 
as they become such a routine fixture 
in our lives. What would we do 
without them?  
   President’s Awards for the Crystal 
Springs Rhododendron Garden were 
given this month to Bob MacArthur  
and Ernie Metcalfe for their long-
term, dedication and volunteer spirit. 
These two ‘Energizer Bunnies’ have 
worked hard and long for many years 
to make the garden fabulous. We are 
very fortunate to have them as part of 
our garden crew, garden manage-
ment, and chapter.  
   A word about Thanksgiving. This 
year at our house was very special. 
For me, it put a fine point on why we 
have not been real successful recruit-
ing younger folks. In some families, 
the kids outnumbered the parents. 
One blended family had more kids 
than the 70’s ‘Brady Bunch’ (I shared 
my condolences several times). Other 
families were dealing with going to 
college, and others trying to pick up 
the pieces after serving in the Middle 
East, and still others who are trying to 
keep up with technology changes that 
are part of their children’s daily lives.  
I was stunned when even the 6-year-

olds had their own email address and 
wanted that yummy Caramel Pecan 
Bar recipe I got from Marjene 
MacIntyre  (SW Oregon Chapter). 
Whoa have things changed! 
   There’s a reason why it is difficult 
to get new members in the 20-some-
thing age range. They’re busy—busy 
defending our country, busy being 
parents, busy changing diapers, busy 
working, and busy just trying to fit it 
all in.  
   Rather than trying to make their 
lives even busier, we may want to 
consider how to get them into the 
fold, perhaps by making our gardens 
more family friendly destination. 
Once they come, they will come 
back, and who knows, they may in 
fall in love and become a future 
volunteer. I figure after raising a 
gaggle of kids, these young folks 
could handle just about anything that 
might occur in the gatehouse... 
particularly when they are not so 
outnumbered.  *<#;-D K 
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WWhhaatt  aa  ffaabbuulloouuss  pprrooggrraamm!! ����
WWee  ppuull lleedd  oouutt  tthhee  ssttooppss  iinn  NNoovveemmbbeerr  
wwii tthh  aa  ttoottaall llyy  aawweessoommee  pprrooggrraamm  bbyy  
EEdd  MM ccVViicckkeerr   ooff   tthhee  JJaappaanneessee  GGaarrddeenn  
aanndd  BBii ll ll   ((RRoobbbbiiee))  RRoobbiinnssoonn..  EEdd  aanndd  
RRoobbbbiiee  ssoorrtteedd  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  oovveerr  88,,000000  
hhiissttoorriiccaall   pphhoottooss  ooff   tthhee  JJaappaanneessee  
GGaarrddeenn  aanndd  ppuull lleedd  ttooggeetthheerr  aa  ffaabbuu--
lloouuss  pprrooggrraamm  ddeettaaii ll iinngg  tthhee  cchhaall lleennggeess  
aanndd  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ooff   tthhee  JJaappaanneessee  
GGaarrddeenn..    
      We also generated around $366 at 
the Species Auction which will come 
in handy to help pay the rent. The 
plants were excellent and several of 
us were totally thrilled with the plants 
we were able to get!    
   If you missed this meeting, you 
should be kicking yourself. it was 
very fun, full of good stories and 
interesting pictures, great friends, and 
lots of laughs! 
 
 



 
�
�
�
�
�
 
�

��
 

�
�� �)��� �
 
There are a few months 
left!  If you would like to 
be a chapter meeting host, 
please contact Barb 
MacArthur at 360-256-
2522.��
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wwii ll ll   rreettuurrnn  nneexxtt  
mmoonntthh......  

�� �������������� ���
���������������������� �
2
����	��'���
�
(	
��3%���
'�'�'	���
�����
�'
'�
�'	���
�

��� � his is the tenth article related to 
building a updated master plan for the 
Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden 
(CSRG), and the second article related to 
defining our vision related to what a 
‘world class’ garden might incorporate. 
Wilbur Bluhm , from the Willamette 
Valley Chapter, responded to the last 
article and his eloquent comments shed 
some light on how we might think about 
and achieve ‘world class’ status at 
CSRG.  
 
   “Your story, ‘CSRG Master Plan—Defining 
‘World Class’, in your chapter’s 
Rhododendron News November 2009 is 
most interesting. 
   Your listing of the qualities of ‘world class’ 
gardens is an astute list of the gardens you 
and Dave visited. You may or may not have 
visited Longwood Gardens, with which I’m 
acquainted, but your list could certainly have 
applied to Longwood, a garden that might 
well be thought of as ‘world class.’ 
   To my thinking a world class garden may 
have all the features you list, or it may have 
none of them. To me a world class garden is 
unique when compared with similar gardens, 
either because of size, features, or emphasis. 
   Several Northwest gardens are, to me, 
world class because of their unique 
emphasis. One is the Portland Japanese 
Garden. A friend of mine, now retired director 
of Washington Park Arboretum at Seattle, 
says the Portland Japanese Garden is the 
most outstanding Japanese garden outside of 
Japan. I’ve seen a number of Japanese 
gardens in United States, Canada, and 
Europe, and I agree with his assessment. It is 
world class because of its outstanding 
emphasis on Japanese garden styles.  
   Portland’s Classic Chinese Garden may 
also be world class for similar reasons. I’ve 
seen but one other that is in its class, the Sun 
Yet  Sen Garden in Vancouver, BC. 
   The rhododendron Species Foundation’s 
Botanical Garden near Tacoma, Washington 
has many of the same characteristics. It 
uniquely presents and displays species 

rhododendrons too a far greater extent than 
any comparable garden. it focuses on its 
unique collection. Also, the nearby bonsai 
collection, whether a part of the RSF BG or 
not, is outstanding.  
   None of these gardens possess all, or but 
few, of the characteristics on your list. Yet, 
each is an outstanding garden, world class, if 
you will.  
    Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden 
may have potential as a world class garden. 
Its greatest potential may be the artistic 
presentation of rhododendron cultivars and 
companion plants. It certainly is not the only 
rhododendron garden with cultivar emphasis, 
but it has the potential to be a unique rhodo-
dendron garden. It can become that without 
the cost of providing everything for all people, 
as a Longwood Garden does.  
   The Oregon Garden was intended to be a 
world class garden. It had some of the 
characteristics of such, but the sponsors were 
unable to provide the needed finances to 
make it happen. This is a big risk if the 
emphasis is too broad or large.  
   I wanted to share a few thoughts with you. 
Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden may 
have world class potential if it is properly 
developed.” 
 
This is wonderful feedback that will be 
extremely useful for the CSRG com-
mittee as they mold a final master plan. 
The caution at the end of his letter 
regarding an emphasis that is too broad 
or large to financially support really 
drove home the need, in my mind, to 
have a clear enough vision of what 
‘world class’ means to the CSRG so that 
we can work towards achieving that goal, 
that we don’t promise more than what we 
can reasonably deliver and support, and 
that what we do is financially reasonable.  
EXCELLENT! Thank you Wilbur! 
    Dave and I recently visited the 
Longwood Gardens, among several 
others, that would be considered ‘world 
class.’ Over the years, we have been 
blessed with wonderful opportunities to 
visit fabulous ‘world class’ gardens/ 
destination spots on four continents. 
Unlike visits in the past, I cornered 
several of the local garden staff and 
asked questions this time, such as “How 
many volunteers/gardeners do you 
have?” and “What are your greatest 
challenges?” and some not so astute 
questions, such as “What do you mean do 
I have a reservation?” Kath *<#;-D  � �
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NOTE:   An expanded color 
version of the newsletter typically 
containing more photos (at the 
end) is posted on the chapter’s 
website: www.rhodies.org. 
 

Adult azalea lace bug. 
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Photos by permission of 
Robin Rosetta, OSU 
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by Herb Spady 
 
An alien has arrived, Stephanitis 
pyrioides. This native of Japan, the 
azalea lace bug, has spread around the 
world through the movement of its 
host species, azaleas. This bug has 
been in Washington and Oregon since 
2008.   
   Dick Cavender noted a heavy 
infestation in the Smith Garden this 
year. Close inspection in our garden 
revealed that it is also here. An 
infestation has also been reported at 
the Oregon Garden. This insect does 
not feed on just evergreen azaleas but 
also on some other rhododendrons. I 
notice damage to R. 'Curlew' in the 
Smith Garden. I did not investigate 
other plants. It seems to prefer thin 
leaved plants and plants without 
indumentum.  
  This bug is very prolific with four 
generations a year! In established 
landscape planting, azalea lace bugs 
can cause considerable damage to 
foliage if not controlled early in the 
season when populations are low.  

DESCRIPTION 

Adult: The adult lace bug is small, 
about 1/10-inch long, and best ob-
served with a lens such as you would 
use to observe scales. The picture 
shows that it is well-disguised by its 
blotchy, netted, lacy, and transparent 
wings. The wings are marked with 
black or brown patches and are held 
flat over the body with outer margins 
extending beyond the body outline.  
   Tiny eggs in clusters may be spot-
ted along the midrib, lateral veins 
and/or leaf margins. They are white 
oval or flask shaped and very small.  
They are covered with a brown 
adhesive protective coat that may 
make various control methods on the 
eggs unsuccessful. This species over-
winters in the egg stage. From egg to 
adult, it would take 22 to 45 days 

Nymphs and feces�
 
depending on the ambient tempera-�
ture.  The nymph is less conspicuous 
than the adult.  There are five stages to 
reach the adult stage. Over 300 eggs, at 
the rate of five to seven eggs per day 
are laid during the adult stage. That 
means there is a geometric increase in 
the population of these little devils. 
   Nymphs and adults cause damage by 
piercing cells and removing contents 
from leaf tissues. Adult females are the 
most voracious and cause more feeding 
injury than adult males and nymphs.  
Because of the removal of most of the 
chlorophyll containing tissues the leaf 
surface becomes stippled, bleached, 
silvery or chlorotic. 

MANAGEMENT 

Home gardeners may be bothered most 
by aesthetic considerations.  This may 
be the case with nurseries if infestation 
is so bad as to reduce the sale-ability of 
nursery crops. Since early season 
damage on broadleaf evergreens and 
azaleas will result in obvious damage 
for the remainder of the growing 
season, it is important to control lace 
bugs early. Plants should be monitored 
throughout the growing season with a 
powerful hand lens.  Sample the leaves 
and observe the undersides. Healthy 
plants are more resistant to damage. 
Spring is the time to begin control. 
Various control methods are available. 
The website http://entomology.ifas.ufl. 
edu/creatures/orn/shrubs/azalea_lace_ 
bug.htm is a good place to find addit-
ional information. In our garden I am 
going to try horticultural oil. Control in 
the Smith Garden will probably be 
performed by a professional.   

(More on Smith Garden on page 5)
� �



 
�
�
�
�
�
 !"���#	
!�$ �
�
Do you dream of being 
a writer? We’ve got just 
the job for you! Time is 
running out and we need 
a replacement!   
   Qualifications: 
Depending on your skill 
level, the process may take 
as little as 8-10 hours per 
month. Average computer 
and word processing skills 
will make the job easy and 
interesting. You will need 
access to a computer and 
printer; some writing and 
photography possible.   
   If you are interested, 
please contact Kathy Van 
Veen, 503-777-1734 
(vanveennursery@ 
hotmail.com) or Kath 
Collier , 503-663-7917 
(talk2write2@wildblue.net) 

 

 
Damage on rhododendrons 
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We have been successful adding the 
following plants to the garden at this 
ideal planting time. This list fills most 
of the available empty areas in the 
garden. They are not closely planted 
so should have plenty of space to 
grow. The cost has been modest since 
many were donated and those that 
were purchased were very reason-
able.  Thanks are due Anne Gross, 
Dick Cavender, Galen and Helen 
Baxter, Ted and Paula Hewitt, 
Dover Nursery, Bear Creek 
Nursery, and myself (Herb Spady). 
Since most of the holes were pre-dug 
the plants went in the ground 
quickly. A few are heavily budded 
and should bloom in the spring. 
Come by in the spring and see the 
additions.  
 
‘Red Gold’ ‘Something Lovely’ 
‘Ebony Pearl’ ‘Elsie Watson’ 
‘Many Moons’ ‘Pacific Sunset’ 
‘Honey Butter’ ‘Jonathan Shaw’ 
‘Laramie’ ‘Mango Tango’ 
‘Wee Bee’ ‘Horizon Monarch’ 
‘Nancy Evans’ ‘Horizon Lakeside’ 
‘Peter Bee’ ‘Cherry Cheesecake’ 
‘Frank Mossman’ ‘Point Defiance’ 
‘Seaview Sunset’ ‘Starbright  
occidentali      Champagne’ 
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This month was a busy month for the 
Portland Chapter board members. We 
discussed new conflict of interest policy 
and insurance issues, the recent finance 
committee meeting, and the need to 
carefully capture information from those 
meetings. We also reviewed the progress 
of several projects such as the CSRG 
bathroom remodel, the excellent progress 
that Steve Kaminski is making on the 
website, and work on the National 
Convention which will be held in the 
Portland area in 2011.  
   Mike Stewart and Harold Greer have 
been working on finding a location for 
the National Convention and looking at 
possible calendar dates. The board 
recommended having the convention the 
week after the Mother’s Day Show and 
Sale. A final decision on the date will be 
forthcoming. Mike estimated that 
approximately 300-400 folks would be 
attending.  
   So far, Maria Stewart has volunteered 
to take the lead on Plant Sales, Loni 
Welsh has volunteered to coordinate the 
registration, and there are talks of 
potential tours and other fun activities. 
The National Convention will be spon-
sored by District 4 and not just one of 
our chapters. If you are interested in 
helping out with the convention, be sure 
to contact Mike or Harold. �
   The Board also approved sponsoring a 
prototype District project for creating an 
online new member site, and creating a 
separate subdirectory for a District 4 
chapter that currently does not have a 
website. Finally, the board approved the 
expenditure of funds to purchase the 
membership contact cards that E. White 
is testing (see page 1). 
    I regularly thank the members of the 
board and committee leads for the great 
jobs they are doing. Next time you see a 
one of these dedicated, hardworking 
folks, please thank them. Everyone is 
working really hard and there are several 
really exciting things happening. 

� �
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Rhododendrons in 

Australia 
 

Golden Jubilee Conference 
October 17-20, 2010 

 
in the Bandenong Ranges  

one of Victoria’s top  
tourist attractions 

 
To learn more about the world 
class national rhododendron 
garden (featuring a 15,000 
plant collection), the inter-
national and local speakers, 
and other attractions see 
www.vicrhodo.org.au 
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Monday morning. An early start 
under overcast skies, the sort which 
in Western Oregon Novembers often 
produce rain, or intermittent teasing 
rays of sunshine, or sometimes 
simply obscure the sun all day. Only 
time would tell which this day would 
bring. Driving south on the freeway 
one speculates idly about where all 
the stuff in the many freight trucks is 
going…and who will buy it in this 
economy?  Escape the heavier traffic 
at the I-5 turnoff to Drain. Their 
chlorophyll gone, many leaves still 
cling to deciduous trees, contrasting 
nicely among the predominant green 
of Douglas-firs. Oh, oh, a light 
smattering of rain on the windshield 
just out of Drain. The rain became a 
constant presence after breakfast in 
Elkton. A dozen good-sized rhodo-
dendrons awaited planting in the 
garden. How many gardeners would 
show up? 
   All older hybrids no longer readily 
available, the plants were obtained 
through Greer Gardens with Harold’s 
expert assistance. Ten were purchased 
with funds from the ARS Endowment 
Grant, plus two large plants were 
donated to the restoration by Greer 
Gardens. All were delivered to the site 
a few days earlier courtesy of Terry 
Henderson, who generously donated 
his time, truck and enclosed trailer 
transporting them from Eugene. 
Another plant was on its way from the 
Florence area with Gene Cockeram; a 
rare ‘Rose Mangles’ probably propa-
gated from the same cultivar at 
Hinsdale many years ago, but which 
had been lost at the garden. ‘Rose’ (R. 
cinnabarinum x R. maddenii) was 
brought in for auction at Siuslaw 
Chapter, whose members kindly 
purchased it as a chapter contribution 
to the restoration project.   
   So, shortly after nine o’clock cars 
began funneling into the parking lot 
east of the garden. Arriving from 
coastal locations were Norah 
Roadman, Sven and Alice Blomquist, 
photographer Bill Johnson with his 
wife Judy, Dan Nickell, Gene 
Cockeram, Bob and Marjene 
MacIntyre  and Alton Dohner.  Anne 

Gross came from Salem, Ted and 
Paula Hewitt, Leonard Frojen and 
Jack Olson from Eugene and, traveling 
the farthest, Neill and Bev Smith from 
Jacksonville. Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM) staff on hand were Steve 
Samuels, Bob Golden, and Jennie 
Sperling. After making their way to 
the larger ‘island’ portion of the garden 
across a low footbridge (tides have to 
be considered), these folks began 
enthusiastically digging at staked 
locations, making short work of 
securing the rhododendrons in their 
new home. Afterwards all enjoyed 
homemade chicken soup, sandwich 
makings and hot coffee provided by the 
MacIntyre’s, and a poppy seed cake 
brought by Steve Samuels. 
   Here’s a quote from BLM Botanist 
Jennie Sperling’s message the next day:  
“It is heartwarming to see folks pulling 
together in the effort of getting plants 
adequately settled in the garden environ-
ment and doing their best to be as helpful 
as they can given the weather and time 
constraints. Please extend our appreci-
ation onward to all folks involved, as I 
do not have all emails. I am very happy 
to have met more folks in the ARS that 
are willing to come out and work even in 
our typical Oregon sunshine and they 
added their own sunshine to the day with 
their can-do attitude.” 
   There will be opportunities for ARS 
members to visit Hinsdale during the 
flowering season this next spring, and to 
add their special expertise in nurturing 
the garden. Replacements for species lost 
at Hinsdale are reserved for planting next 
year, when access will be greatly enhan-
ced by completion of a vehicular bridge 
to the main garden. Stay tuned for other 
opportunities to enjoy this historical 
garden and the camaraderie of fellow 
enthusiasts during the increasing 
momentum of restoration underway in 
our partnership with the BLM. 
   Sure, we got a little wet and muddy, 
and then found welcome shelter in the 
still mostly dry garage at the former 
Hinsdale home.  Some were seeing the 
garden for the first time, and there was 
much friendly chatter about it and all the 
other subjects gardeners find interesting.  
And though there was one good natured 
assault upon a member by another—you 
had to have been there—in the end no 
plant or animal species were harmed or 
injured at the planting party! 
   Gordon Wylie
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Irving G. Snyder 
There was a great presentation at the 
recent Western Regional ARS Con-
ference in Federal Way on ferns.  
Richie Steffen, Curator at the 
Elisabeth C. Miller Botanical Garden 
in Seattle talked about a whole 
variety of ferns that do well in the 
Northwest.   
   The Elisabeth C. Miller Botanical 
Garden was established to preserve 
and continue the remarkable garden 
of Betty Miller. The garden is known 
for its exceptional collection of rare  
 

and unusual trees and shrubs in 
addition to an expansive collection of 
woodland herbaceous perennials.  
Steffen was formerly the Propagation 
and Nursery Manager at the Rhodo-
dendron Species Foundation (RSF). 
Richie has a particular interest in 
ferns and he has been on expeditions 
around the world collecting unusual 
ferns. 
   So, if you want some companion 
ferns for your rhododendrons, please 
refer to the list below.  Also there are 
several web sites where you may 
enjoy more information on ferns.  If 
you are near the RSF, stop by to see 
the new stumpery garden which is 
full of ferns.  In a few years this will 
be an incredible exhibit. 
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Post Master:  Time sensitive mail; please deliver before December 16, 2009 

 
Portland Chapter 
American Rhododendron Society 
PO Box 86424 
Portland OR  97286-0424 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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